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by Toby Flinn

Greetings Neighbors,

It is a Spectacular Spring. Cool mornings, green grass, and blankets of wildflowers. I 
would argue that no other land dresses up for spring like we do in Texas.   I’m sure farmers 
and ranchers like the flowers too, but for them water is more precious.  During my youth, I 
spent many dry and dusty days working on or tromping through the brush in south central 
Texas where the land is prickly, craggy, and most things sting or bite.  Summers bring on a 
radiant heat that makes the earth blurry.  Rain is always on the mind of people who work 
the land, and Medina County in particular does not like getting wet.  The word “Medina” 
always conjured up adventurous tales of Indian fights in my young mind. 
I had taken Medina to be of Spanish origin, but my travels to the Middle East traced the word 
to its Arab roots although the word had worked its way through Spain eventually landing in 
Tejas.  Other common Spanish words emerged from Arabia such as barrio (neighborhood), 
guitarra (guitar), limon (lemon), naranja (orange), and sandia (watermelon).  Interesting 
how connected we are to everyone, in everyplace, and in every time through the fluid 
medium of lingua.  If words could talk, they could write a great book.
Spring can vanish in a flash in this part of the world, so take time to smell the flowers, 
weeds, or whatever is still alive.

Henry David Thoreau wrote, 
“Our life is frittered away by detail. Simplify, simplify.”

To which Ralph Waldo Emerson replied, 
“One ‘Simplify’ would have sufficed.”

ASSESSMENTS
Semi-annual assessments are due April 1st and October 1st.  

If you have any questions regarding your balance, please contact the HOA office. 

Assessment amount for April 1, 2023 is  $207.48.  For your convenience, there is a 
drop box on Sherman Oak or a drop slot in the office door upstairs from the pool. 

Please remember that we do have a Payment Plan option.  We know that these times 
can be hard on all of us.  If you would like to participate in a Payment Plan, you can 
download our form at hiddenforesthoa.com.  The form is found under the HOA 
forms tab.  As always, give us a call if you have any questions.

Hidden Forest remains one of the lowest in HOA fees in the area.  We are so thankful 
for all of you for helping us maintain our beautiful Forest and keeping it a wonderful 
place to live!

Board & Committee Contacts

Not available online.

mailto:hfho@hiddenforesthoa.com
https://www.hiddenforesthoa.com/
mailto:claudiajean.ramirez%40sanantonio.gov?subject=
http://hiddenforesthoa.com
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The following is a brief summary on the April 19, 2023, 
minutes. 

OFFICE MANAGER’S REPORT

As of April 2023 there are still a number of  homeowners who 
owe the April assessment, 14 homeowners who owe both April 
and October assessments (though they have through April to 
pay) and there are 5 homeowner accounts with the HOA at-
torney for collection.

• The next BOD meeting will be May 17 at 6:30.
• Lifeguard Desk was replaced.
• Capital Reserves Study has been completed with updated 

numbers for the BOD to work with.
• Complaints: Pool house, overgrown yard, general eyesore, 

trailer.

TREASURER’S REPORT
The board was presented with the monthly financial reports.  
Revenues and expenditures are on track, and money will be 
transferred from the reserve account to cover anticipated ex-
penditures for the coming month.  

COMMITTEE REPORTS
Social:  The Easter Egg Hunt was a great success! Next up will 
be the 4th of July. 
Pool:  Drinking fountain needs to be repaired/replaced. 
Tennis: The BOD is looking into adding additional pickleball 
lines to the courts.

Security Car Decals
Did you know that Hidden Forest has it’s own security 
car decals? This is a great way for us neighbors to know 
which cars are suppoed to be here and which onces are 
just passing through. Though these are not madatory, 
they are a great help to the neighborhood and also our 
security officer on duty. 
If you have not received a car decal or need another 
one, please stop by the office on Tuesday or Thursday 
from 9:30-2:30 or give us a call or e-mail and we can 
mail you a new one. 

Thank you for helping make Hidden Forest a safe 
neighborhood! 

Run, Forest, Run!
Save the Date for the Hidden Forest Annual Foster Fun Run on 
TUESDAY, July 4th!

7:30 am registration 8:00am start for runners AND walkers.

After completing the 5k, awards will be given to the winners in 
each category at 9:15. 

• Ages 5 and under will receive a ribbon.
• Cost $5.00 (kids 5 and under, free)
• Max fee of $15 for members of an IMMEDIATE family
• T-shirts!  Fruit, snacks and Drinks served after run. 

Volunteers needed at the finish line and to help prepare simple 
snacks/Gatorade.  Contact Social Committee by sending an 
email to the HOA office at 

hfho@hiddenforesthoa.com

B&T Glass & Mirror 

TOMMY MOON 
BRIAN MOON 656-8507 

DOUBLE PANE WINDOWS • MIRRORED WALLS
REPLACEMENT GLASS • SHOWER ENCLOSURES

GLASS TABLE TOPS

Free Estimates

mailto:hfho@hiddenforesthoa.com
http://www.BTGlassandMirror.com
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With our beautiful spring weather, many of you 
might consider using our picnic area and here are 
some reminders:

• Picnic areas, grills, tables and etc. are on a first 
come first serve basis.

• Trash needs to be removed from site since we do 
not have regular dumpster service and dumpster 
is locked.

Just like the scouts, please leave no trace behind or 
leave the area better than you found it.

Did you know we have 
a Facebook page? “Like” 
us for all the latest news 

and information on the neigh-
borhood.  We even had a Face-
book Contest this last month!

www.hiddenforesthoa.com

The deadline to submit 
articles for the June 
2023 newsletter is 

Tuesday, 
May 11, 2023.

HFHOA Board Meeting
May 17, 2023 @ 6:30pm
HF Recreation Room

• Call to Order
• Approval of Minutes
• HF Security Report
• Office Managers Report
• Treasurer’s Report
• Committee Reports
• Old Business
• New Business
• Adjourn

MAY 2023

May  6 Pool Opens on weekends
May  1 First Day of Swim Team 
   Practice after school

May  11 Deadline for June Newsletter
May  17 HFHOA Board Mtg., 6:30p.m. 
May  20 Swim Team Time Trials
May  29 Memorial Day- Pool Open

LOOKING AHEAD

June  11 Deadline for July Newsletter
June  21 HFHOA Board Mig, 6:30 pm 
July  4 Fun Run, Parade & Pool party
July  11 Deadline for August newsletter
July  19 HFHOA Board Mtg, 6:30 pm 
August   11 Deadline for Sept. Newsletter

*Please watch Facebook & Marquee
for any Updates on Events. 

Calendar
of  

Events

This is just a friendly reminder to be considerate of your 
neighbors when parking your cars.  Common courtesy is 
to park in your driveway or right in front of house.  The 
mailman will not deliver if the box is blocked and garbage 
will not pick up if bins are blocked.  Please be mindful of 
all of our friends in the Forest.    

PARKING
in the 

Forest

http://www.hiddenforesthoa.com
http://KariSims.com
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Statement Fees
The following will be the billing policy as of May 2023. This 
will be posted on our website as well as in the newsletters.

• September - Bill 1st Assessment, no fee 
• October - 1st Assessment due, no fee
• November - Late fee of $15 assessed for non payment
• December - Late fee of $15 assessed for non payment
• January - Late fee of $15 assessed for non payment
• February - Late fee of $15 assessed for non payment
• March - Bill 2nd Assessment, no fee
• April - 2nd Assessment due, no fee
• May - Late fee of $15 assessed for non payment
• June - Late fee of $15 assessed for non payment
• July - Late fee of $15 assessed for non payment
• August - Late fee of $15 assessed for non payment

Collection letters go out once a resident owes two pay-
ments. After three collection letters, the account is turned 
over to the HOA attorney.

As always, we’d love to work with you on a Payment Plan 
if needed. The plan can be found under Resident Payment 
Plan at:

 https://hiddenforesthoa.com/hoa-forms

Teen Services Directory

Not available online.

https://hiddenforesthoa.com/hoa-forms
http://www.americanpostal.us
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Did you know that Hidden Forest has a Swim Lap Club?  With the weather warming up, we thought you might like to know about it.  
Here are some key points:

• The Lap Club is for Hidden Forest residents and their guests only
• Only Hidden Forest residents will be issued or possess a key to the pool
• Lap swimming hours are 6 a.m. to 8:00 a.m. 
• No lifeguard is on duty during this time.
• You must use a “buddy system” while lap swimming (at least one other person at the pool with you at all times).
• You must sign a new waiver at the HOA office before you are allowed to participate.
• You must be at least 18 years of age.
• No children under the age of 18 are allowed at the pool during this time.
• A Swim Liability Waiver form is on the Hidden Forest web site at: WWW.HIDDENFORESTHOA.COM

DURING SWIM TEAM SEASON
(Month of June)

6:00 am – 7:45 am
You will be responsible for locking gate once guards leave.

POST SWIM TEAM SEASON
6:00 am – 10:00 am

YOU MUST HAVE A BUDDY WITH YOU AT ALL TIMES!

Hidden Forest Swim Lap ClubHidden Forest Swim Lap Club

http://www.hiddenforesthoa.com 
http://www.YourRetirementInc.com
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Articles that appear in the Hidden Forest newsletter do not necessarily reflect the official position of Neighborhood 
News, Inc. and their publication does not constitute an endorsement therein. The appearance of any advertisement 
in the Hidden Forest newsletter does not constitute an endorsement by Neighborhood News, Inc. of the goods or 
services advertised. Neighborhood News, Inc. is not responsible for errors beyond the cost of the actual ad space. 
Any publication of Neighborhood News, Inc., whether draft or final is the sole property of Neighborhood News, Inc. 
and cannot be reproduced or distributed in any way, whether in print or electronically, without the express written 
consent of Neighborhood News, Inc. 

Advertise with us!
For information send an email to: 

Sales@NeighborhoodNews.com
or Call us at:

(210) 558-3160
Published and distributed by:

Neighborhood News, Inc.
3740 Colony Drive Suite LL100, San Antonio, TX 78230

Info@NeighborhoodNews.com • www.NeighborhoodNews.com

  

 

Howdy, Falcons! 

Well, we did it. We’ve made it to the end of the school year, and 
the swimming pool is calling my name. I hope you and your 
family have had a positive and successful school year and that 
you get some time to rest and recharge together this summer. 

I’d like to thank everyone who has donated their time, talents, 
and resources to Hidden Forest Elementary this school year. 
You are part of what makes the school such a special place, and 
PTA thanks you for helping us carry out our mission through 
your efforts. Our 2023-24 PTA Officers were elected at our 
April General Membership meeting. I am honored to serve as 
PTA President again for the 2023-24 school year. 
2023-24 Officers:

• President: Jill Reed
• 1st VP: Rachel Caldwell
• 2nd VP: Lindsey Jordan
• 3rd VP: Amanda Zars
• Secretary: Laci Wiede
• Treasurer: Emily Urban

Make sure the following events are on your calendar: 
May 2: PTA General Membership Meeting & First Grade Per-
formance, 6:30 pm
May 5: First Friday (May, June, and July birthday celebrations)
May 12: Fun in the Forest
May 19: Fifth Grade Pool Party
May 25, 26, 30: Early Release
May 26: End of School Parties / 5th Grade Promotion Ceremony
May 30: Last day of school
Feel free to reach out for PTA information or questions, or visit 
our website: hiddenforestpta.com, and make sure to follow our 
Facebook page, Hidden Forest Elementary PTA. I hope to see 
you around the Forest this summer! 

Jill Reed, Hidden Forest PTA President
hiddenforestpta@gmail.com

Please remember that Hidden Forest Pool Facility use is limited 
to Hidden Forest Residents and their guests.

• Residents must check in at the guard desk when they are us-
ing the pool or picnic area during pool hours.

• Residents may bring up to 9 guests to the pool.  Swimmer or 
non-swimmer, the fee is $1 per person.  (Those only using 
the picnic area and not the pool do not have to pay the fee, 
but if they are to use the pool area at all, must pay the $1 fee.)

• If you have more than 9 guests, this is considered a pool party.  
Parties may be scheduled with the office at least one week in 
advance.  If you come to the pool without a party reservation 
you will be asked to leave.  We do not staff enough lifeguards 
for unexpected parties.  Party fees are $50 for up to 25 swim-
mers.  Call office for details and other rate rules. 

• Please note that the Hidden Forest HOA does not host large 
parties any more. 

• The back picnic gate will be locked during pool hours requiring 
everyone to come through the main pool gates and check in.                                                                         

• RESIDENTS MUST CHECK IN AND GUESTS MUST BE ACCOMPA-
NIED BY A HIDDEN FOREST RESIDENT.

REMINDERS

http://hiddenforestpta.com
mailto:hiddenforestpta@gmail.com
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June Winner!
Congratulations to Gilbert and Dawn Gonzales whose home at 927 
Arizona Ash has been chosen as June’s Yard of the Month. Rela-
tive newcomers to Hidden Forest- they joined our community in 
2021- the Gonzales are enjoying retirement in their quiet neighbor-
hood. When most of us are just beginning to plant for late spring 
and summer, the Gonzales’ well-manicured yard provides great 
encouragement with lots of color. It showcases a lovely garden with 
Red ti plants and banana trees giving textural contrast to pink be-
gonias, geraniums, cast iron plants, and purple and yellow lantana. 
Extra color is added by pots of yellow pansies, lilies of a variety of 
colors, and Gerbera daisies. 

Two lovely strawberry plants hanging from graceful wrought iron 
shepherd hooks flank the walkway to the front door, with its cute 
lichen covered birdhouse nearby. A table and chairs on the porch 
invite one to linger awhile and explore the treasures of brightly 
colored metallic bees, spider, ladybugs, mushrooms, and a turtle 
which inhabit the greenery. There’s even an old-fashioned toy truck 
closer to the walkway. If you visit at night, this whimsical garden 
will be illuminated by blue solar powered flowers.

We hope you will take the time to enjoy this garden both day 
and night.

Lemon Curd
Egg Cookies

Ingredients:

• 1 batch Basic Sugar Cookie dough
• 1 tbsp. finely grated lemon zest
• 1 2-inch egg cookie cutter
• 1 ½-in. round cookie cutter
• 1/2 c. (1 stick) unsalted butter, at 

room temp
• 2 c. confectioners’ sugar, plus more for dusting
• 1 tsp. pure vanilla extract
• Pinch salt
• 1 11- to 12-ounce jar lemon curd

Directions:

1. Prepare cookie dough, adding lemon zest to butter and sug-
ar. Use floured egg cutter to cut out eggs. Use round cutter 
to cut out centers of half of eggs. Bake and cool as directed. 

2. Meanwhile, prepare buttercream: Using an electric mixer, 
beat butter and confectioners’ sugar until stiff peaks form, 
about 2 minutes. Add vanilla and salt and mix to combine.

3. Working 1 at a time, spread all of cookies without holes with 
buttercream (about 2 tsp each). Top with cookies with hole 
cutouts. Fill each hole with lemon curd (about 1 tsp). Dust 
with additional sugar, if desired.

Source: WomansDay.com

Eleanor Kolitz Hebrew 
Language Academy
– COME GROW WITH US –

•  A Thriving K-8 Tuition Free
 Charter School

•  Rigorous Academics

•  Nurturing Environment

•  Fine Arts Enrichment Programs
 K-8

•  Texas Charter Athletics League
 4-8

•  Afterschool Care Program until
 6:00 p.m. K-8

•  Outstanding Faculty

Founded in 2013, The Eleanor Kolitz Hebrew Language Academy is located here 
in the city of San Antonio. EKHLA raises the bar in public education by providing 
strong academic and behavioral standards, as well as teaching impactful core 
values. EKHLA's core values are Support, Passion, Integrity & Honesty, Respect & 
Acceptance, Curiosity, Creativity, and Learning and "Repairing the World". With a 
total enrollment of under 550, students in grades Kindergarten thru 8th, receive 
extraordinary support from staff. Geography Bee, Spelling Bee, and Israeli Culture 
class all provide a fun, purposeful experience for our thriving student body.

11327 Dreamland  |  210-890-7267  |  Call for a tour or visit us at www.ekhla.org

http://WomansDay.com
http://www.ekhla.org
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Hidden Forest
CALENDAR OF EVENTS
*Please watch Facebook & Marquee for any Updates on Events.

MAY 2023
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

1
1st Day 

of Swim
Team 

Practice

2 3 4 5 6

7 8 9 10 11
Deadline
for June

 newsletter

12 13

14 15 16 17
HFHOA
Board

Meeting
6:30pm

18 19 20

21 22 23 24 25 26 27

28 29 30 31

POOL
OPEN

12-8:00pm

POOL
OPEN

12-8:00pm

POOL
OPEN

12-8:00pm

POOL
OPEN

12-8:00pm

POOL
OPEN

12-8:00pm

POOL
OPEN

12-8:00pm

POOL OPEN
2-8:00pm

Swim Team 
Time Trials

POOL
OPEN

12-8:00pm

POOL
OPEN

Memorial Day

POOL
OPEN

12-8:00pm

POOL
OPEN

12-8:00pm

POOL REMINDERS!POOL REMINDERS!

We have had to close the pool several times over the last couple 
of years for some preventable reasons.  Please remember that it is 
your responsibility as a parent to make sure your kids are ready to 
swim. Vomit and poop close the pool. See the following guidelines 
below:

1. Please follow the antiquated rule about waiting 30 minutes af-
ter eating before swimming, this can prevent vomit in the pool.  
Closing the pool can ruin the day for a kiddo who’s having a 
birthday party as well as anyone else who is using the pool for 
any other reason.

2. All babies and toddlers must wear disposable swim diapers. If 
you do not have one, they are for sale at the lifeguard desk for a 
nominal amount. - this too, can ruin the day for the community. 

3. Please supervise your children at all times, especially if they are 
not strong swimmers - lifeguards are not babysitters. Children 
must be 10 years old to come to the pool and accompanied by 
a parent.

4. No glass bottles are allowed in the pool area.
5. Please be respectful of the guest rules and follow the HOA party 

reservation rules.

As always, our lifeguards have the last word, and they can answer 
any questions.

Our pool is managed by Seven Wells Pool Management 210-232-8547.


