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Mayor’s 
Point

Bi l l  Krawietz
Mayor of Bulverde, TX

At the April meeting, City Council accepted a dona-
tion from Damiell Korte, Owner/Speech Pathologist 
with Empowering Connections, for seven communica-
tions boards to be installed at the Bulverde Community 
Park. These signs will be located throughout the park 
to provide those who may not be able to verbally com-
municate with others to point at different squares with 
picture or symbols in them as a means to visually com-
municate. These signs could be life-saving, for example, 
if someone had a stroke and needed medical attention.
Over the years, the City has received several donations 
to the park. Those donations have ranged from cash, 
benches, tables, and engraved pavers, all the way up to 
entire playscapes. Those donations are usually received 
through the Friends of the Park. “The Friends is a group 
of citizens, businesses, and organizations dedicated 
to bringing our community together be providing 
recreational and educational opportunities in our local 
parks to enhance the quality of everyday Bulverde Life.”

The Friends of the Parks, through the Bulverde 
Community Park Association, is a 501(c)(3) corporation; 
which makes your amenity sponsorship and other 
donations fully tax deductible as allowed by law. Consult 
your tax advisor for more information.
For the equipment or amenity donations, the City is 
usually responsible for the cost of installation. This 
includes any special requirements like the fall surface 
below a playscape. The City will also cover all the 
maintenance and upkeep to those items from then on.
Donations are also responsible for events held at the 
Park. The Park has hosted health screenings, back 
to school & resource fairs, and many 5k & 10k runs/
walks for various charities and causes. There has been 
overwhelming support from the community for the spring 
and fall concert series, Musik in the Park. Lasts month’s 
free concert, was the largest yet, with approximately 700 
in attendance. There are also evening Movies in the Park 
shown on an inflatable big screen several times a year 
during the spring and summer months. 
In addition to the Community Park on Bulverde Lane, the 
City’s park system also has a Community Garden just 
south of City Hall on Cougar Bend that is funded in part 
by donations.
I remember when the City was first developing the Park, 
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From the 
City Manager’s 
Desk
By Charles West

there were several people questioning the need for one. 
One very outspoken man said, “I have a large lot, in a 
large-lot neighborhood. I basically live in a park, why 
spend my tax dollars on something I already have?”
This man fought Council’s efforts with a strong passion. 
After the Park was completed though, I saw him walking 
on the trail there and couldn’t resist asking why are you 
here, thought you lived in a park? His response was, 
walking on the hilly streets in my neighborhood is hard 
on my knees and not as safe with all the vehicle traffic. 
I was glad he finally saw the benefit it provided and was 
there enjoying it.
Yes, many of us have large lots that put distance between 
us and our neighbors. Parks are about community and 
togetherness. Parks provide a place to gather.
The City always welcomes donations for the Park, and 
appreciates suggestions on how to improve our park 
system. The Bulverde Parks Committee meets monthly 
at City Hall on the 4th Thursday at 6:30 pm.
A calendar of events and applications to reserve areas 
for your own activities at the park can be found on the 
City’s newly redesigned website at www.bulverdetx.gov.

After taking a break from last month’s edition of the Front 
Porch News, I was hoping to have my article written with 
time to spare before the editor’s deadline. That did not 
happen, as I am writing this article at the last minute.
As I have stated in the past, I am not a writer. But I am 
working to improve and to make sure my articles contain 
useful information. While sitting at my desk, I’m trying 
to decide what topic would be best for this month. Each 
day, we receive several emails with concerns about vari-
ous things within the city. While we do our best to address 
those concerns and to respond to the citizen that brought 
the concern to our attention, we do not always get the op-
portunity to reply. This does not mean that we received the 
complaint and placed it on the back burner, or that we are 
ignoring the person that sent the concern to us. Staff mem-
bers investigate each concern we receive, and if it is some-
thing that we can address then it is taken care of. Often 
times, the concerns we receive are things outside the city’s 
jurisdiction, so in those instances we pass the concern to 
the proper authority such as TxDOT or Comal County.
Recently, we have received several concerns over 
development, both inside the city and within our ETJ. While 
the city cannot stop growth, we can manage it to ensure 

we preserve the Bulverde and Hill Country atmosphere. 
While overseeing the growth sounds simple, the State 
Legislature is wanting to take away what few tools are 
currently available to municipalities for governing growth. 
It might seem easy to just say “NO” to a developer wanting 
to place high-density developments, however, we have 
more authority to manage the development within our 
city limits than we do if it is strictly within our ETJ. While 
there are rumors of high-density developments happening 
within our ETJ, the city will do what it can to manage that 
growth. But as I’ve stated, we will be limited. The good 
news is our current and past city council, along with our 
current Mayor, has adopted stringent ordinances to ensure 
that any development that does happen will meet higher 
standards here than these projects would face in other 
areas. To reiterate, we cannot stop the growth, but the city 
is going to do everything within its power to manage it and 
to protect Bulverde.
Switching gears, if you have not visited our website lately, 
it has a fresh new look. We now have someone that is 
going to keep the information current and make it easier 
to access the resources you need. You can sign up to 
receive messages about current and future events, such as 
council meetings. In addition, an app should be available 
soon that will allow you to report concerns and receive 
status updates as the staff acts to address them. The city 
has also established a presence on several social media 
platforms.
In a final note, I would encourage everyone to be involved 
in the community. Don’t be afraid to ask questions. While 
you may not like the answer you receive, at least you will 
have the opportunity to make your point and opinion heard. 
Next month’s article is going to be about taxes, as it is 
that time of year when the city begins working on the 
budget and estimating the tax rate for the current year. We 
received our preliminary numbers this month and we are 
reviewing them to determine a proposed tax rate. The City 
of Bulverde is currently set at .170800 per hundred-dollar 
evaluation. This means that at our current tax rate, for a 
$400,000 house within the Bulverde city limits, the city 
portion of the annual tax bill is approximately $683.20 per 
year or $56.93 per month. You can expect to hear more 
about taxes and the budget in June.
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Friday, May 12th

Movies in the Park
CI TY  OF BULVERDE PRESENT S

FREE!at Bulverde Community Park

off Bulverde Ln

Friday, June 9th
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2023 Comal ISD Graduation Schedule
School Date Location

Canyon High Wednesday, May 24, 8 p.m. Cougar Stadium
Smithson Valley High Thursday, May 25, 8 p.m. Ranger Stadium
Comal Academy Friday, May 26, 1 p.m. Canyon High School Gym
Davenport High Friday, May 26, 8 p.m. Wolves Stadium
MECHS Saturday, May 27, 1 p.m. PHS Performing Arts Center
Canyon Lake High Saturday, May 27, 8 p.m. Hawks Stadium

Special Thanks to:

Gold

Platinum

Silver

Bronze

www.BeaconBackground.com
info@beaconbackground.com

Call Today!
210-760-0854

TENANT AND EMPLOYMENT
CHECKS

FCRA COMPLIANT

�� YRS. EXPERIENCE

News that’s
close to home.

 •Multiple AD Sizes 
 •Discounts
Ask about other news-
letters in your area
sales@neighborhoodnews.com 
210-558-3160 

ADVERTISE 

 HERE
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Bulverde Spring Branch Economic 
Development Foundation

By Paula Stakes
BSBEDF Director

Bulverde Spring Branch Economic Development Founda-
tion: a very long title, but one that encompasses the com-
munities and neighborhoods and businesses near and 
dear to all of us. I have lived in this area for almost 20 years 
now and know that for many I am still considered a newbie! 
Nevertheless, this area and people are a very big part of my 
heart, and I am the current Director for our Foundation.

In becoming a Board Member of our BSBEDF from its 
inception, then part of the Executive Board, and now to 
the Director, the impact and legacy of our region became 
critically important to not just me, but all of us who have 
been members and will be members. We either live or work 
here, or have raised our families here and would dearly love 
to have our children and their children join us living in this 
beautiful area. So how we grow, where we grow, and when 
we grow is crucial to our way of life and our quality of life.

The BSBEDF was created in November of 2011, and many 
of our Executive Board have been members the whole that 
time. The Foundation is sponsored by the City of Bulverde, 
Comal ISD, the BSB Chamber of Commerce, GVTC 
Communications, the Guadalupe-Blanco River Authority, 
SJ Water TX (formerly Canyon Lake Water), Bulverde Area 
Rural Library District, and a group of more than 30 private 
business investors. We are a 501(c)(3) foundation, and our 
memberships are tax deductible. Yes, our members are 
our stakeholders and are invested in how we grow, but as 
citizens, we are too. 

Being located between two expanding state highways and 
remaining a desirable place to live and work—growth is 
inevitable; but having a voice in that growth doesn’t always 
mean it’s heard. In coming together jointly in a public/
private manner strengthened that voice, and it became 
the basis for forming the BSBEDF originally. It remains 
the desired outcome of our efforts. We realize growth 
does not always sit well with everyone and we understand 
that. However, growth remains one of the few roads for 
improving a community’s own infrastructure as well as 
the future needs of the families who live in our community 
by changing their public access to libraries and parks and 
safety. To a degree, growth needs to take place and it does 
have purpose.

That does not mean, however, that we will support every 
type of growth and business that comes knocking and 
wanting to move to our area.

When we became a Foundation, one of the first large 
projects we undertook was to look at a community-wide 
strategic analysis to understand what direction we would 
need to take. It concluded that the best and most desired 
growth would be in:

 y Medical and Health Care
 y Senior Care
 y Restaurants
 y Appropriate Retail
 y High Quality, High Wage, Non-Water-Intensive 
Companies

That has been our direction and you can look around 
and see that we are still working in those areas. It is 
abundantly clear to us as members and neighbors that 
we choose to support those businesses that bring to us 
an enhanced economy, as well as our own Hill Country 
Way of Life.

Additionally, we would support a community college, a 
vocational training facility, tech growth, and continued 
skills training businesses. We have also seen that we 
need to have more diverse housing opportunities in order 
to accommodate the workforce serving our business 
community.

Many of these endeavors would benefit all of us in one 
way or another, and we hope you will choose to join in 
and support our efforts.

Please do not hesitate to come by and visit, to ask 
any questions you have, and please know that as your 
neighbor, this community matters to me and always will. 
pstakes@bsbedf.com

 FREE 360 Review®

  

BETTER 
TOGETHER

33000 US Hwy. 281 N, Ste. 3
Bulverde, TX 78163 
O 830.980.3276 
M  830.500.0610
E  jmeche@txfb-ins.com

John Meche, Agent 

Coverage and discounts are subject to qualifications and policy terms, and may vary by situation. ©2021 Texas Farm Bureau Insurance Companies. COM1121
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Improving Feline Lives 
with Compassion

By LeAnn Oatman

Millions of healthy animals are euthanized every year in 
the United States. Spaying and neutering your pet can help 
save the lives of many animals as well as benefit your pet. 
“Accidental” litters occur so often because we don’t act 
quickly enough to get cats fixed. A female cat can have 
kittens as early as 4–6 months of age!
Spaying/neutering your pets help them live longer and 
healthier lives free from uterine infections and cancers, 
breast tumors, testicular cancers, and prostate problems. In 
addition, it usually leads to less roaming, fighting and other 
aggressive behaviors, and spraying. You also won’t have to 
deal with your female cat’s heat cycle every 3 weeks!
There are many services in San Antonio and surrounding 
areas to help with affordable spaying/neutering services 
listed within our website at www.animalrescueconnections.
org/helpful-links.

Another common old-school 
practice that is gaining public 
awareness is the declawing of cats. 
This practice needs to be banned. 
Rescue groups have experienced a 
higher number of returns because of 
painful feet and behavior problems 
including urinating outside the litter 
box. Declawing is amputation of the 
cat’s toes to the first knuckle. Because cats walk on their 
toes, this surgery changes their physiology and sets them 
up for further problems as they get older. For much more 
information, go to PawProject.org. Take action! You can 
help stop the cruel and inhumane practice of declawing.
“But I don’t want the cats scratching my upholstery!” 
There are ways to help save your furniture and household 
belongings without the expense and harmful practice 
of declawing. The easiest way is to trim claws regularly. 
Touch your cat’s feet daily to help them become accustom 
to touch, and they will learn to enjoy (or at least tolerate) 
the touch and trims.
Scratching posts placed in easily accessed 
areas where the humans are also will help 
prevent unwanted scratching. Finally, there 
are nail caps that adhere to cats’ nails, like 
artificial nails used in manicures. These 
come in a fun assortment of colors but must 
be reapplied when they are shed every couple of weeks.

FREE Smartguard
Filter

A $1300
Value!

Eliminates calcium build-up around pool 
tiles and coping. 
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News from Our News from Our 
House to YoursHouse to Yours

MONTHLY REPORT
March 2023 March 2022

Total Initial Calls 379 397

Mobile Integrated 
Health Contact 51 20

Public Service Related 1 19

Training Exercises in the Newly Constructed 
Search Trainer Room

Last month our article provided detail on our newly con-
structed Search Trainer Room and how it benefits not only 
our crews, but also the citizens we serve in the Bulverde 
Spring Branch community. This month, we want to expand 
on the actual training drills the crews execute in the Room.
For a primary search training drill, an undisclosed number 
of mannequins are placed throughout the simulated home 
or business structure. The search crew enters in full bunker 
gear with blacked out masks as they begin searching for 
and removing victims from a low-visibility environment. 
A lead searcher is designated as an anchor to guide the 
overall search, maintain directional orientation, and anchor 
in place at doorways and other landmarks within the 
structure. One or more members of the crew will operate 
as the search element of the team. They enter each room, 
perform a rapid and thorough search, and then they 
either return to the anchor point or they continue on to an 
adjoining room as is situationally necessary.
The entire search crew repeats these steps as they continue 
to clear the structure. When they find a victim, they radio 
a message to the outside crew informing them that they 
have found a victim and need to rendezvous. The anchor/
lead will guide his searcher(s) back to the entrance, or to 
another available egress point, hand off the victim to EMS 
personnel, and return inside to complete their search. 
To sustain maximum safety, firefighters 
search on their hands and knees or 
in a squat position. This establishes 
orientation in the direction of travel 
and if struck by debris, ensures the 
correct bearing will be maintained. 
Lower temperatures at floor level give 
firefighters an advantage should fire 
conditions change.
Primary searches are time-sensitive to finding survivors and 
keeping firefighters safe. To be effective, firefighters must be 
aggressive, deliberate, controlled, methodical, and thorough.

The BSB Chamber’s Spring Shred Day event held on 
March 11th was a big success. Ranger Shredding was 
on hand to shred more than 500 boxes of documents for 
about 165 attendees. A huge Thank You to our sponsors 
for this event: Public Service Events Presenting Sponsor 
– Cleangie Professional Cleaning & Services and Shred 
Day Event Sponsors – Physicians Premier and Texas 
Farm Bureau.

A special thank you to our volunteers for the day—We 
could not host events like this without our volunteers. 
We had Key Clubbers from Smithson Valley HS, Pieper 
High School, and Hill Country College Prep High School, 
members of the Texas Hill Country Kiwanis Club, and 
Chamber Ambassadors helping make the day go 
smoothly. Special Thank you to Ay Chiwawa! Mexican 
Restaurant and RAMM Money Coach for suppling tacos 
and donuts for the volunteers.

We will be hosting our Fall Shred Day Event in October. 
Follow us on Facebook @BSBChamber or check our 
Community Calendar on our website www.bsbchamber.
com for updates.

Shred Day Thank Yous!

Regina Silva
Licensed Sales Agent
Regina@SelectSilva.com

830-488-7670, TTY 711

Select Silva Agency
5525 Blanco Rd., Ste. #103, Castle Hills, TX 78216

Your local source for Medicare.
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HILL COUNTRY 
FUN FEST 2023

If you are looking for a fun and local 
event to attend this summer, look 
no further than Hill Country Fun 

Fest! Every year, on July 3, the only public professional 
fireworks in the area light up the sky in Spring Branch, TX. 
A top-notch band, beer garden, vendors, and a free kids’ 
zone make this a family friendly event with something for 
everyone all in one place.

The story begins in 2006, when Coach Erinn Murray’s 
group of junior tennis players grew from 20 to 40 kids, yet 
there wasn’t a public tennis court for miles. The United 
States Tennis Association suggested reaching out to the 
county parks. And, as luck would have it, Comal County 
was just closing on the purchase of additional property 
at the Jumbo Evans Sports Park and was asking for 
applications for use of land. Soon, all the sports would 
be in one local community complex.

In 2017, six of the tennis courts were completed and, 
by the following year, the building that would house 
restrooms, storage, and concession would be built. As 
exciting as it was to get out of a temporary trailer and into 
the new facility, operational expenses loomed. However, 
Coach Erinn had an idea. She decided to turn her 50th 
birthday into a fundraising celebration, complete with 

fireworks and live music, of course. Hoping for 200 guests, 
that July birthday party turned out 3,500 supporters. No 
longer would it be a birthday party, instead Coach Erinn, 
volunteers, vendors and sponsors would call this new 
community event; Hill Country Fun Fest.

It became apparent that the fundraising party was a 
success. The Spring Branch Mayor and The local Chamber 
of Commerce thought it should be held annually. The 
nonprofit group, Spring Branch Tennis Association, uses 
the funds from Hill Country Fun Fest to provide and assist 
families in the area with clinics, lessons, tournaments; 
even the use of rackets and shoes. Having a sports park 
gives kids and adults affordable and accessible athletic 
opportunities right here in Spring Branch.

In 2022, Hill Country Fun Fest grew to 
6,500 attendees! Sponsors supported, 
banners framed the soccer fields, 
vendors sold food and merchandise. 
Cold beer was served by volunteers, 
and bounce houses welcomed kids. 
Hill Country Fun Fest became an 
annual event. This year, the gates will 
open at 4:30 on Monday, July 3, 2023. Presale tickets can 
be purchased online by scanning the QR code or visiting 
the Tennis Association’s website. One low price includes 
parking and admission for up to six people per vehicle.

Kids’ activities, fireworks, and this year’s band, Two Tons of 
Steel, will keep the event fun for families. It only happens 
once a year, so come join in the summer fun at Jumbo 
Evans Sports Park and know that you are supporting a 
local event that gives back to the community, in the Texas 
Hill Country.

STAGE 4 Critical Conditions:
No outdoor watering of any kind.

0, 2, or 4 Monday

1 or 3 Tuesday

6 or 8 Thursday

5, 7, or 9 Friday

If No Address Monday

Every-other-week 
watering with other 

limits on outdoor use.

STAGE 3

Once-weekly watering
STAGE 1

0, 2, or 4 Monday

1 or 3 Tuesday

6 or 8 Thursday

5, 7, or 9 Friday

If No Address Monday

Every-other-week watering
STAGE 2

Learn more at sjwtx.com 
or call 830.312.4600.

Irrigation is allowed on 
designated days based on 

the last digit of your address. 
Watering with a handheld 

hose, soaker hose, and drip 
irrigation system is allowed 

any day up to Stage 4.

All landscape watering 
should occur between 

7:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. OR 
7:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m.

WATERING
SCHEDULE

0, 2, 4, 6, or 8 Monday/Thursday

1, 3, 5, 7, or 9 Tuesday/Friday

If No Address Monday/Friday

YEAR-ROUND

0, 2, or 4 Monday

1 or 3 Tuesday

6 or 8 Thursday

5, 7, or 9 Friday

If No Address Monday
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S.T.A.G.E. Reminders!
Just a quick reminder that the show LOMBARDI is currently 
running at S.T.A.G.E. from May 4 through May 21, Thursdays 
through Sundays.
Sport produces great human drama, and there is no greater 
sports icon to bring to theatrical life than Hall of Fame 
football coach Vince Lombardi—unquestionably one of the 
most inspirational and quotable personalities of all time. 
Though football’s Super Bowl trophy is named for him, few 
know the real story of Lombardi the man—his inspirations, 
his passions.
Then, save the date for GRUMPY OLD MEN, THE MUSICAL 
in July! The opening night performance on July 13th* is a 
benefit for Provisions, the Bulverde food pantry. The show 
runs July 13 through July 30, Thursdays through Sundays.
The story of two aging men, Max and John, neighbors who 
have been feuding for most of their lives. Invigorated by their 
shared affection for their new neighbor across the street, 
the beautiful, eccentric, and charming Ariel, they face-off 
as romantic rivals until their hilarious shenanigans finally 
bring about a resolution to their long-standing differences. 
Based on the 1993 film, which starred Jack Lemmon, Walter 
Matthau, and Ann-Margret, this stage adaptation captures 
the lovably crotchety characters through twinkling humor, 
great songs, and the affectionate depiction of a small town 
that feels like home to everyone.
S.T.A.G.E. is located in the Krause House Theatre at 1300 
Bulverde Road, Bulverde, 78163. Tickets can be purchase 
in person at the box office, or online from the website at 
https://www.stagebulverde.org/. Feel free to call 830-
438-2339 with any questions. S.T.A.G.E. is a 501(c)(3) 
nonprofit organization that offers theater arts education 
and entertainment to the community.
*Tickets for the July 13 show of Grumpy Old Men will also 
be available at Provisions food pantry at 2295 Bulverde 
Road, Bulverde, 78163 during their hours of operation. Call 
830-438-7899 for details.

On the Cover
Many of our local residents might have seen our cover 
dog on the NextDoor app posted by her humans, the 
Armentrouts of Oak Village North. This sweet girl is 
Tater, and she has been a resident of Bulverde “all 
her life” (for a total of 16 months). Even though Tater 
is a locally famous pinup doggie online, we wanted 
to share her sweetness on the cover of the FPN so 
those of you who are outside of the Armentrout’s 
neighborhood reach on the internet could fall in love 
with her too. We love great pet photos and we love 
great bluebonnet photos—what could be better than 
having both at the same time! Thank you, Mike, for 
sharing your photo of Tater with us. She is simply 
stunning in those bluebonnets!

Spring Photos Abound!
In addition to the great shot of Tater, we had so many 
perfect springtime photos come in that we just have 
to share a few more of them here. Carol de Boer gave 
us the bee on the bluebonnet portrait, and Nancy 
Williams flexed her birdwatching skills by capturing 
some amazing shots of this Robin and the Cedar Wax 
Wing. Thank you both so much for sharing these. 
And, to round out the gallery, just one more of our 
favorite Tater.

Photo by Carol de BoerPhoto by Carol de Boer

Photo by Nancy WilliamsPhoto by Nancy Williams

Photo by Nancy WilliamsPhoto by Nancy Williams

Photo by Mike ArmentroutPhoto by Mike Armentrout
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Xeriscape: A Water 
Conserving Landscape

By Dr. Larry Sunn and Dr. Steven Grainger

Summer is the perfect time to rethink your landscape. But 
when discussing landscaping in our semi-arid hill country, 
you often hear the terms “xeriscape” and “zeroscape” used 
interchangeably, but they are not the same. Xeriscape 
comes from the Greek word “xeric” meaning dry or arid. 
Zeroscape is basically a mispronunciation of xeriscape–
“zeer-i-scape” vs. “zee-ro-scape.”

Xeriscape is a type of landscape design that allows low-
water-use and drought-tolerant plants that require little 
to no supplemental irrigation. Just because we central 
Texans live with just 30” of rain per year doesn’t mean 
our yards must look barren. A xeriscaped yard planted 
with many species of beautiful drought-tolerant native 
plants can be lush and beautiful while enhancing the 
beauty and function of our Texas landscape. Xeriscapes 
not only beautify the neighborhood, reduce cooling 
costs, and create a sense of place; they also attract 
hummingbirds, butterflies, and other desirable wildlife. 
xeriscaped yards make sense because they are water 
efficient and contrary to popular belief, a xeriscape is not 
just rock and cacti.

Xeriscape gardening is a wonderful form of landscaping 
that can help you conserve water and protect the envi-

ronment and a good xeriscape garden comes with an array 
of benefits that can’t be found with other types of gardens. 
Whether you want to conserve water or protect the environ-
ment, creating a xeriscape garden gives you the ability to 
build a versatile garden that matches your personality. The 
main benefits of xeriscape gardening include:

1. The only maintenance required for a xeriscape garden 
includes occasional watering, pruning, and weeding.

2. It saves 50–75% of water when compared to traditional 
landscaping techniques.

3. Native plants receive the nutrients they need from the 
soil, which means that pesticides and fertilizers aren’t 
necessary.

4. A quality xeriscape garden can significantly increase 
property values.

5. By using native shrubs and plants in your garden, the 
local wildlife will feel at home.

6. Because turf areas are kept to a minimum, gas mowers 
aren’t needed, which helps reduce pollution.

7. Reducing the amount of water you use in your yard 
means your water bills won’t be as high and you won’t 
need to spend as much time watering.

8. Planting and maintaining a xeriscape garden is simple 
since little maintenance is required and the plants con-
tained within don’t need a significant amount of water.

The only real con of xeriscaping is that the amount of work 
and planning needed in the early stages of your landscape 
installation is significant.

When planning your xeriscape consider how will you 
use your landscape and what it will look like during each 
season of the year. All you need is 4 to 6 inches of good 
soil and a selection of native plants—including trees. Ideally 
your xeriscape should include no more than one-third of 
your landscape as grass, preferably a drought-tolerant one 
that requires little watering. The good news is that minimal 
irrigation is needed once your landscape is established. 
Design your landscaping so you water by plant zone and 
utilize shady areas to water less. Installing drip systems 
conserve water and are aided by a good layer of mulch 
to retain moisture, cool root zones, and reduce weeds. 
Replenish mulch periodically, trim and prune plants as 
needed, and irrigate only as necessary.
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CCCA Program
The Relationship Between 

Land and Water
The Comal County 
Conservation Alliance 

(CCCA) welcomes Robert E. Mace, Ph.D., 
P.G. of the The Meadows Center for Wa-
ter and the Environment, Department of 
Geography & Environmental Studies at 
Texas State University. He will speak on the topic of The 
Relationship Between Land and Water.

The water resources of Texas start at the land. The land 
is where the rain falls, our streams flow, and our aquifers 
replenish. With more than 95% of land in Texas being 
privately owned, landowners are the greatest caretakers 
of the quantity and quality of water across the state. 
As land changes, so does the water. Increased growth, 
land development, and climate variability create 
challenges for local and regional water supplies requiring 
creative solutions to better protect both land and water 
for the future. This presentation will discuss what’s 
happening, what’s expected to happen, and what we can 
do for the future.

This program will be held at the McKenna Events Center on 
Tuesday, May 16, 2023, from 6:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. McK-
enna is located at 801 W. San Antonio St., New Braunfels, 
TX. The public is welcome and admission is free.

Threads of Love
A Ministry of the Heart

Can you cut, iron, sew, knit, crochet, or…? We need your help!

Threads of Love is a 501(c)(3) group that originated in 1993. 
We are known worldwide as a volunteer group that makes a 
variety of items for babies who are born premature. Though 
our primary area of coverage is south Texas we will, and 
have, covered other areas in the USA and foreign countries.

Our products include items such as large and small quilts, 
blankets (crochet, knitted, or sewn), vests with matching 
blankets, positioners (holds baby in various positions and 
can be warmed via beading inside), laundry bags, hats, 
and booties.

Our Bulverde satellite location has been operating for 10 
years and is located at the Texas 281 R.V. Park. We meet 
in the Clubhouse from 9:30 a.m. to about 12:30 p.m. 
each Thursday. Come join us for all or part of the time. 
All machines, equipment, material, and other supplies are 
provided at the location. Do you prefer to work at home? 
No problem! We can provide a variety of home projects. 
Several of our members work at home and then join us at 
our regular meetings to share, work, or just visit. Do you 
want to bless others and be blessed? Come visit, have a 
tour given by our fabulous leader Jan Mobley. Jan can be 
contacted at 210 325-4949. Our organization can also be 
viewed on our website at www.threadsoflovesa.org.

Donations of materials/supplies, equipment, and funding 
are also welcome and gratefully appreciated.

The Texas 281 RV Park is located at 33300 US-281, 
Bulverde, TX 78163.

The Gilmore Group

JoDee Gilmore BROKER ASSOCIATE, Realtor®

 210-887-5885 • JoDeeGilmore@gmail.com 
VISIT US at www.GilmoreGroupSA.com FOR A FULL LIST of HOMES FOR SALE in YOUR AREA

 21222 Gathering Oak, Suite 102, San Antonio, TX 78260

LISTING POWER PACKAGE: (FREE WHEN YOU LIST WITH US)
• Detailed Market Analysis on Your Home
• Detailed Market Trends Report for Your Neighborhood
• Professional Drone & Aerial Photography
• Professional Staging Consultation
• Unique Website for Your Listing + PLUS...Your Home Advertised on 300+ Websites
• Advanced On-Line Marketing Campaign
• Weekly Updates on Marketing Campaign, What's Happening in your Neighborhood
• OUT-OF-THE BOX Brainstorming to help you sell FASTER & for MORE MONEY

Delivering 5 star client experience from pre-listing to post-closing

BUYING     SELLING     FRIENDLY ADVICE

B&T Glass & Mirror 

TOMMY MOON 
BRIAN MOON 656-8507 

DOUBLE PANE WINDOWS • MIRRORED WALLS
REPLACEMENT GLASS • SHOWER ENCLOSURES

GLASS TABLE TOPS

Free Estimates
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Mulching is a long-established horticultural practice that 
involves spreading a layer of material on the ground around 
plants to protect their roots from heat, cold, or drought or 
to keep the fruit clean.
Mulches can be classified as inorganic or organic:

 y Inorganic mulches include plastic, rocks, rock chips, 
and other non-plant materials. Plastic is the only 
inorganic mulch used in vegetable gardens.

 y Organic mulches include straw, compost, newspaper, 
sawdust, and similar materials.

Shallow cultivation of the soil’s surface after a rain slows 
the rate of water loss from the soil.

Value of mulches
A 4-inch layer of mulch on the soil surface, especially in 
sloping gardens, helps keep water from washing away soil 
particles. Mulches also prevent raindrops from splashing 
on the soil surface and reduce the spread of diseases. The 
use of mulch is vital in Texas.
A mulch layer on the soil surface allows the soil to soak up 
more water. It also reduces the rate of water loss from the 
soil. A 4-inch layer of mulch on the soil surface dries much 
faster than the soil below it. Thus, it prevents water from 
moving into the air. Mulches modify the soil temperature in 
home gardens. Applied in late fall, winter mulch insulates 
the roots, crowns, and stems of winter crops from extremely 
low temperatures. In the summer, proper mulching helps 
keep the soil cooler.

Mulching materials
Many materials can be used to mulch a garden, including 
compost, straw, and sawdust.

 y Compost is generally the best mulching material for a 
home garden. It is inexpensive and usually free of weed 
seeds. Prepare compost from materials already present 
in your yard. You do not need to buy expensive materials 
for mulching.

 y Straw is short lived and coarse textured.
 y Sawdust is often available, especially in East Texas. 
Managed well, it can be good mulch. However, it can 
also cause a temporary but sharp decrease in soil 
nitrogen. To counter this, add a small amount of garden 
fertilizer to the soil after applying sawdust directly to a 
garden. Even better, add nitrogen to the sawdust, and 
then compost it before spreading it on your garden.

 y Plastic is effective as a mulch if used properly. Use black 
plastic in the spring and early summer to warm the soil. 

Black plastic keeps light from the soil and prevents 
weeds from growing. Clear plastic warms the soil, but 
weeds can grow beneath the plastic. A disadvantage 
of plastic is that it cannot be turned into the soil at 
season’s end.

Selection of mulching material
When choosing mulch materials, consider these factors:

 y Cost of the material: Do not buy mulching material 
when suitable materials are available at little or no cost.

 y The crop you plan to mulch: Never mulch with material 
from the crop that is to be protected. For example, do 
not use potato vines from the spring crop to mulch fall 
potatoes. This increases the possibility of transmitting 
diseases to the current crop.

 y The season when the mulch is to be used: Select light-
colored mulch during the summer and early fall to 
reflect heat. Use dark-colored mulch in early spring to 
help warm the soil to permit earlier planting and hasten 
early growth.

Using mulches
Spread mulch on freshly cultivated, weed-free soil before 
the plants are large enough to interfere. Apply organic 
mulch thick enough to leave a 4-inch layer after settling. If 
the material is fine textured, 4 inches should be adequate. 
Coarser materials, such as straw, will settle and may require 
8 inches or more initially. If you use newspaper, place eight 
layers on each side of the row. If you use organic materials, 
add more mulch during the season. During the growing 
season, the mulch settles and gradually rots at the point 
where it meets the moist soil surface. Adding more layers 
assures continuous weed control, provides a clean resting 
place for the fruits of your labor, and creates a pleasing 
appearance all season long.

(*This article is an excerpt from Aggie Horticulture https://aggie-
horticulture.tamu.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/12/2011/03/E-512_
mulching.pdf)

If you or your school organization would like to obtain a 
plot at the Bulverde Community Garden, please contact 
Joanne Hall at jothall@gvtc.com.

Mulching
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Local Events

Election Day! GO VOTE May 6, 7:00a–7:00p
More information here: https://rb.gy/5adpu 

Big Trash Drop Off Day
May 6, 8:00a–12:00p,
30360 Cougar Bend, 78163;
For Bulverde residents only.

Bulverde City Council (2nd Tuesday) 9th; 6:30p; 30360 Cougar Bend, 78163 13th; 6:30p; 30360 Cougar Bend, 78163

Bulverde Planning & Zoning Commission 
(Thursday following City Council mtg.) 11th; 6:00p; 30360 Cougar Bend, 78163 15th; 6:00p; 30360 Cougar Bend, 78163

Bulverde Community Park Committee
(4th Thursday) 25th; 30360 Cougar Bend, 78163 22nd; 30360 Cougar Bend, 78163

Hill Country Kiwanis Club
(1st & 3rd Wednesday)

3rd & 17th; 8:00a; Ay Chiwawa,
403 Singing Oaks, 78070

7th & 21st; 8:00a; Ay Chiwawa,
403 Singing Oaks, 78070

Bulverde Area Rural Library District Board 
(3rd Thursday)

18th; 9:30a; BSB Library,
131 Bulverde Xing, 78163

15th; 9:30a; BSB Library,
131 Bulverde Xing, 78163

Bulverde Lions Club (2nd & 4th Thursdays) 11th & 25th; 7:00p;
1747 E. Ammann Rd., 78163

8th & 22nd; 7:00p;
1747 E. Ammann Rd., 78163

Monday Market at Bulverde
(1st & 3rd Monday)

1st & 15th; 10:00a–3:00p;
2541 Bulverde Road, 78163

5th & 19th; 10:00a–3:00p;
2541 Bulverde Road, 78163

Bingo in Bulverde hosted by the
BSB Chamber of Commerce
(1st Friday)

5th; 5:00p (doors open),
5:30p (Early Bird games start),
6:30p (regular games start);
1747 E. Ammann Rd., 78163

2nd; 5:00p (doors open),
5:30p (Early Bird games start),
6:30p (regular games start);
1747 E. Ammann Rd., 78163

VFW Bulverde Post 12205
Monthly Meeting (2nd Tuesday) 9th; 7:00p; 30280 Cougar Bend, 78163 13th; 7:00p; 30280 Cougar Bend, 78163

VFW Bulverde Post 12205 Burger Night
(3rd Friday)

19th; 5:00p–8:00p; 30280 Cougar Bend, 
78163

16th; 5:00p–8:00p;
30280 Cougar Bend, 78163

Mother’s Day May 14th

Musik in the Park 20th; 7:00p; Bulverde Community Park,
29815 Bulverde Lane, 78163 (18th, Rain date if needed)

Movies in the Park 12th, Sunset, Bulverde Community Park,
29815 Bulverde Lane, 78163

9th, Sunset, Bulverde Community Park, 
29815 Bulverde Lane, 78163

Comal ISD Graduations listed separately in newsletter.

Father’s Day June 18th

EVENTS MAY JUNE
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New Members
(Enrolled in March)

Business Builder
El Jalisco Mexican Restaurant

Monticello Homes

Basic Business
AJ's Contracting

Assemble Cocktail Workshop
Clean Splash Pools & Patios LLC

DC Pool Services, LLC - Chris West
Goosehead Insurance - Paris Nicole Agency

Kendall County Women's Shelter
Lower Colorado River Authority

Mr. Plumber
My Choice Health and Life

Savin Grace Boutique
Tree Haus Tavern

Walters Hospitality

Member Anniversaries &
Annual Renewals

(Recognized in March)

15 Years
Bookkeeping By Val

L B Shallcross & Associates

Annual Renewals
Acacia Medical Mission

Anderson Aviation
Berkshire Hathaway - Home Services - Don Johnson 

Realtors
Bluebonnet Motors

Borrego Fine Jewelry, LLC
Bulverde Vision Source - Optometric Glaucoma Specialist

Coldchain Technology Services, LLC
Drew Whelchel - Vantage Realty Group

Edward Jones - Financial Advisor- Paul Barton
Hill Country Montessori School

INFOPRO
Keller Williams Hill Country Office
Kid's Day Daycare and Preschool

Lariat Property Maintenance
Let's Get Pickled N Shop
Low Price Gas Propane

Modere
NorthRock Church

Pat Rodriguez / Mary Kay, Ind. Senior Sales Director
Physicians Premier ER
R and D Security LLC

Reliance Residential Realty
REOC Development, LLC

*Lists reflect March memberships

Ripple Ranch Recovery Center
Sam Roberts Photography

Shamrock Plumbing
Shutter America
Sitterle Homes
Sonora Bank

STATE FARM - Jeremy Fuller, Agent
Texas Chapter Paralyzed Veterans of America

Texas Hill Country Kiwanis
Texas Regional Bank
Texas Water Utilities

Twin Sisters Dance Hall
UPS Store

Vanguard Resources, Inc.
Vickers, Michael & Martha

Ribbon Cutting

Blue Collar Commercial Group/KW
110 River Crossing Blvd, Spring Branch, TX

Independence Title
426 Singing Oaks #200, Spring Branch, TX

Seth Strong Foundation
Supporting Families in the Bulverde/Spring Branch area

Chapline Distillery
30790 Blanco Rd #301, Bulverde, TX
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B/SB Area Chamber of 
Commerce Events Calendar

SUPER STAR 
TEACHERS OF THE MONTH

For information on the above events or other
community events, please check out our website at

www.bsbchamber.com or Follow us on
Facebook @BSBChamber.

May 5, 2023
Bingo in Bulverde

Presented by AC Vera Group
1st Friday of every month

Doors open at 5pm with Early Bird Starting at 5:30pm
Regular games start at 6:30pm 

Sponsored by: The Hancock Group, REALTORS® 
Held at the Bulverde Community Center 
1747 Ammann Rd, Bulverde, TX 78163

May 10, 2023
Coffee with the Chamber

Presented by: S.T.A.G.E. Inc
7:30 am–9:00 am

Sponsor: Becky Smith Fairchild with 
E.R. Anderson & Associates

Speaker: TBD
Location: Bulverde Visitor & Event Center

May 17, 2023
BSB Chamber Foundation Power Lunch

Presented by: Cynthia McGee Team with Magnolia Realty
11:30 am–1:00 pm 

Sponsors: Capital Title
Olsen Spine and Wellness

Speaker: TBD 
Location: Bulverde Visitor & Event Center

May 17, 2023
Women in Business

Presented by Kai-Simone Winery
5:30–7:30 pm

hosted by Kathleen Banse State Farm
33200 US Hwy 281 N, Bulverde, TX 

(Members Only Event)

May 18, 2023
Business Networking Mixer

Hosted by: Reliance Residential Realty 
5:30 pm–7:30 pm

36250 FM 3159, New Braunfels, TX 
(Member Only Event)

May 19, 2023
Veterans Networking Breakfast

Sponsored by: 
Noah’s Ark Self Storage

7:30 am–9:00 am
Ay Chiwawa! Mexican Breakfast

All Veterans or active Military invited
June 10, 2023

1st Annual Lemonade Day Bulverde Spring Branch
Presented by Broadway Bank 

Help teach our children about Entrepreneurship. 
Stop by a Lemonade Stand–they will be located 

all around the Bulverde Spring Branch area
https://lemonadeday.org/bulverde-spring-branch

SUPER STAR SECONDARY TEACHER OF THE MONTH

SUPER STAR ELEMENTARY TEACHER OF THE MONTH

Congratulations!
Kesa Kemp–Smithson Valley High School
Sponsored by: Keller Williams Hill Country

(Recognized in March)

Congratulations!
Tina Flores–Indian Springs Elementary School

Sponsored by: Cynthia McGee Team with Magnolia Realty
(Recognized in March)
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Mammen Family Public Library
May Events and Programs

The following items are just a sampling of the robust 
programming available at the MFP Library on an ongoing 
basis. There is truly something for everyone, and most of 
the programs, events, or classes are free! For a complete 
listing of all of the upcoming offerings at the Library, visit 
the online calendar at https://mammen.librarycalendar.
com/events/month or give them a call. The Mammen 
Family Public Library is located at 131 Bulverde Crossing, 
Bulverde, TX 78163; the phone number is (830) 438-4864.

Adult Programs
Foreign Languages
The library offers several foreign 
language classes for teens & 
adults, including:

 y English as a Second 
Language (ESL)

 y Advanced Spanish
 y Intermediate French
 y Intermediate Italian

The language classes are available throughout the week, 
Monday through Thursday. See the online calendar for 
more information about days, times, and if registration is 
required or if walk-ins are fine.

Featured Event
Advanced Spanish
May 10, 9:30am–10:30am
Join Mary Kendall and work on improving your 
conversational Spanish with discussion and reading. The 
group will meet weekly unless otherwise noted and you are 
welcome to join at any time.

Continuing Education Programs
GED Class
Tuesdays 5:30pm–7:00pm

Wednesdays 5:30pm–7:00pm
(no class the 30th or 31st of May)
* ages 13+

Basic Computer Skills
Mondays 9:30am–11:30am

One-on-One Technology Help
Mondays 12:00pm–1:00pm
Thursdays 2:00pm–3:00pm
Fridays 12:00pm–1:00pm

Book Clubs
The Library hosts several monthly book clubs that meet 
regularly on the same day of each month (e.g., Third 
Thursday club, First Tuesday club, Friday club, etc.). Visit 
the online calendar or call the library for more information.

Arts & Entertainment Programs
A variety of art and music classes is planned throughout 
the month. You can explore the various art mediums and 
learn the basics of watercolors, acrylics, and calligraphy. 
You can join a Bridge Group if you like to play the game. 
You can even learn how to play the dulcimer!

Acrylics Class
Wednesday May 2nd, 10:00am–12:00pm

Watercolor Class
Tuesday May 9th, 1:30pm–3:30pm
* ages 13+

Calligraphy Styles: Uppercase/Majuscules & Dip Pens
Thursday May 18th, 1:00pm–3:00pm
* ages 13+

Exploring Art Mediums
Monday May 22 3:00pm–4:30pm
* ages 13+

Bridge Group
Tuesdays 12:30pm–3:30pm
* ages 13+

Beginning Dulcimers
Saturday May 13th, 10:00am–11:30am
Saturday May 27th, 10:00am–11:30am

Intermediate Dulcimers
Saturday May 20th, 10:00am–11:30am

Special Interest Programs
Principles of Raising Livestock
Wednesday May 10th, 12:00pm–1:00pm
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Cooking, Nutrition, & Food Programs
Spice Club: Take-Home Kit
Saturday May 6th, 10:00am–4:00pm
* ages 13+

Cookbook & Potluck Club
Thursday May 11th, 11:30am–1:30pm
* ages 13+

Night at the Library: Fruit & Veggie Art for Adults
Thursday May 11th, 6:00pm–7:00pm

Online: Spring Cooking Series–Plant-Based Cooking
Wednesday May 17th, 6:30pm–8:00pm

Teen Programs
Teen Makerspace Class
Thursday May 4th, 6:00pm–7:30pm

Pop-up Library @ Bulverde Community Park
Friday May 5th, 10:30am–12:00pm

Teen Anime Club
Saturday May 6th, 1:00pm–3:00pm

Night at the Library: Teen Edition
Thursday May 11th, 6:00pm–7:00pm

Teen Drop-in Volunteer Hours
Saturday May 13th, 12:00pm–2:00pm

Children’s Programs
Toddler Storytime
Tuesday May 2nd, 10:00am–10:30am
Wednesday May 3rd, 10:00am–10:30am
Tuesday May 9th, 10:00am–10:30am
Wednesday May 10th, 10:00am–10:30am

Preschool Storytime
Tuesday May 2nd, 10:30am–11:00am
Wednesday May 3rd, 10:30am–11:00am
Tuesday May 9th, 10:30am–11:00am
Wednesday May 10th, 10:30am–11:00am

Babytime
Tuesday May 2nd, 11:00am–11:45am
Tuesday May 9th, 11:00am–11:45am

Book Explorers (Grades K–5)
Thursday May 11th, 6:00pm–7:00pm

Stay and Play
Friday May 12th, 10:30am–11:30am
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Local Postal Customer

Never Lose Power Again
Switch To SEP And Save Money This Year!

Want to learn more?
Receive $25 Off Next CPS Bill

WITH A FREE QUOTE

RECEIVE UP TO A $3,000
CPS REBATE UPON INSTALLATION

Registered Installer with CPS Energy
NABCEP Certi�ed
No Sub-Contractors
Over 5,000 installations Backup Batteries • Backup Generators

Solar Panels - Save Money on Your Electric Bill

210-401-9030www.solaredgepros.com

Local
Family Owned

Business
Since 2014

NO ROLLING BLACKOUTS
ENERGY INDEPENDENCE

http://www.solaredgepros.com

