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My business grows by
word of mouth
with people like you.
Thank you for your trust.

Mayor’s
Point
Bill Krawietz

Mayor of Bulverde, TX

TXDOT requires that local municipalities pay 10 % of the
right-of-way acquisition costs when they widen a highway
within their jurisdiction.
As soon as Bulverde learned what the dollar amount
was projected to be for the Hwy. 46 expansion, based on
appraisals, it immediately wrote TXDOT a check. Doing so
early locked in the amount, keeping the end cost down.
Since landowners usually fight their property buyouts and
disagree with the appraisals, the amount almost always
grows significantly. However, TXDOT does not come back
afterwards to collect any difference in estimates versus
actual costs. Bulverde paid its $1.4M share about 5 years
ago. Glad to finally see construction underway.
It is my opinion that congestion and traffic jams on
Hwy. 46 can create a public health and safety issue. If there
is a need for emergency services during peak traffic, it is
difficult for emergency services vehicles to get to where
they need to go. In some places, there just isn’t a suitable
shoulder to for motorist to get out of the way.
Bulverde provides Police services, but Fire and EMS

are provided by the Emergency Service Districts. Widening
Hwy. 46 is much more important to the ESDs because their
larger vehicles can’t maneuver around traffic snarls as
easily as a cop car.
The maximum sales tax limit in the State of Texas is
8.25%. The State collects 6.25%, the County collects 0.5%,
and the Library District collects 0.5%. The remaining 1% in
our area either goes to Bulverde (if the property is within its
original incorporation boundary) or the ESD. Even if Bulverde
annexes a property, the sales tax still goes to the ESD.
Since there wasn’t any existing infrastructure, the cost to
develop such a project like Singing Hills was astronomical
for the developer. To make the project financially viable, the
City agreed to rebate a portion of the sales tax generated
by the development back to the developer. This agreement
only applies to the properties that fall within the narrow
strip along Hwy. 46 and Hwy. 281 that were in our original
incorporation boundary. All the rest of the commercial
property within Singing Hills is in the ESD sales tax area.
Within that agreement, Bulverde also negotiated for
long list of upgrades to the project, mainly to minimize the
negatives effects to neighboring properties. It also got the
ownership of the Waste Water Treatment Plant.
Currently, Bulverde is still rebating half of its sales tax to
the developer, in a couple of years it will drop to one quarter,
and then in another 5 years the agreement for sharing will
end. While this rebate agreement with the developer has
definitely resulted in a net positive revenue for the City, it
has especially benefitted the Library District and the ESDs.
(Continued on page 4)
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When Walmart was built, it was not in Bulverde’s City
Limits. The store asked Bulverde for it to be voluntarily be
annexed after it was opened and the City did so. Walmart
saves significantly on their liability insurance having Bulverde’s Police Protection. The City does not collect one cent
of sales tax from the Walmart, only property tax. Walmart
generates a significant amount of sales tax for the ESDs.
When Bulverde was faced with its cost to widen Hwy. 46, I
reached out to the ESDs and asked that they possibly share
just a small portion of what they collect from properties
such as Walmart, because Bulverde made it happen. I
almost had them convinced it was in public’s best interest
to do so, but then the talks fell apart like the flip of a switch.
Never got the full story, but I suspect there was pressure
put on the appointed Board not to do the deal.
My argument to the ESD board was that the City of
Bulverde can be an economic generator if it wants to. The
City can “grow the pie and make it larger” as long as we get
a slice.
So, now there is pressure by the Economic Development
Foundation and the Chamber of Commerce to expand the
Singing Hills sewer system service area. I understand
why—it will open up the potential for increased commerce.
When Starbucks built in Bulverde it was their ONLY
store in the country served by a septic system. From what
I’ve heard, it’s a corporate policy they on build on property
served by public sewer system. Guess it was too big of
a potential market, so they built here anyway. Think they
made the right choice, that place is always crazy busy.
The strip center that Starbucks is located in has had several severe problems with its septic system over the years.
The problem got bad enough that the County Sanitarian ordered to fix the problem or they would be shut down.
Bulverde has since made a deal with the property owner
to connect to the Singing Hills sewer at their expense. The
City does collect sales tax from that strip center.
There are many other businesses and restaurants that
will not locate here without sewer.
In reality, it is much better for the environment to have
a high quality treatment plant than individual on-site
septic systems.
With our hard limestone rock and hills, it is very costly to
lay and install sewer line. Just to do a bore to cross under
Hwy. 281 is probably over a million dollars. The City has
met with commercial landowners east of Hwy. 281, along
Hwy. 46 to discuss extending the system. Most of those
landowners balked at the estimated cost we gave them to
connect. Most said they will build their own systems. All
those properties are still sitting there undeveloped with For
Sale signs.
The City can subsidize the cost of connecting if there
is the potential for return on the investment. If there is
nothing for the City on the “back side,” it really doesn’t
make financial sense to do so, unless there is some other
tangible benefit for the City, such as a hospital.
It has always been my attitude, that existing citizens
should not bear the cost of new development. The “new
guy” should pay their own way.
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From the

City Manager’s
Desk
I hope everyone had a blessed Christmas Holiday and
your New Year is off to a great start. The one thing I have
discovered is writing a monthly article is not always an
easy task, especially when you are not a writer. This month
I decided to discuss taxes; probably not a popular topic this
time of year with property taxes due the end of January.
While the City of Bulverde kept the same tax rate as last
year, which is .170800 per 100 valuations, most property
owners still experienced an overall tax increase due to
property values increasing so rapidly the last few years.
Depending on where you live within the City of Bulverde,
the percentage of your tax bill that is attributed to the City
is either 8.73% or 8.56% of your total tax bill.
Overall, the City is expected to collect approximately
$2,000,000 in Ad Valorem taxes (property taxes) for the
current budget year, which represents approximately 30% of
the operating budget for the City. The City collects another
$2,000,000+ in sales tax revenue, which would be much
higher if the City was able to collect all sale tax revenues
from the businesses within the city limits, but due to prior
elections and timing of annexations, other organizations
are collecting the sales tax revenue that would have
otherwise come to the City. While most municipalities have
their portion of the sales tax rate set at .02 with the State of
Texas receiving .0625, the City of Bulverde collects .01 for
each taxable dollar spent within the areas of the City where
sales tax revenue is collected.
Many do not know this, but the City does not receive any
sales tax revenue from Walmart even though it is located
within our city limits. This is one of those areas that the
sales tax was already spoken for before the city annexed
the property into the city limits. Under current State
statutes, nothing changes when property is annexed into
the city limits, therefore the city must work with what it
receives. When you review our current sales tax allocations
compared to previous months or years, you will notice an
increase in revenues, which has been a welcome relief, but
how long will the increase be sustained? Something I have
learned over the years is that sales tax revenue for a city
can be volatile. You can have good years and bad years;
therefore, you must be conservative when forecasting for
the sales tax revenue in your operating budget.
Anyone can see the monthly sales tax allocations for all
jurisdictions within the State of Texas by visiting the State
Comptrollers website*. For anyone who might be curious,
the sales tax allocation for the City of Bulverde for the
month of December 2022 is approximately $266,161.41.
To add one more tidbit of information, that is the amount
that was collected in November for the month of October
(Continued on page 5)

2022. It can be confusing if you do not deal with taxes on
a regular basis, and I will disclose that I am giving you a
simplified explanation of sales tax collections.
* https://mycpa.cpa.state.tx.us/allocation/CtyCntyAllDtlResults

There are other sources of revenue that come into the City,
but the two mentioned—property tax and sales tax—are the
two main sources of revenue. With this funding, the City
provides police protection, parks and recreation facilities,
street maintenance, and planning activities. Some of the
older information that I have reviewed concerning city
services refers to the 4 Ps: Police Protection, Planning
(drainage, transportation, zoning, land use, and economic
development), Parks and Recreation, and Public Works
(street maintenance and other similar activities). The 4 Ps
are still an important focus for the City, along with being
conservative and providing quality services and responses
to citizens’ requests. The goal is to continue to improve on
the services provided by the City without raising taxes or
issuing any debt.
Hopefully I have not bored or upset anyone with my
discussion on taxes. My hope is that this may have provided
some knowledge that some may not have known, since
these were some questions I have been asked recently.
For the upcoming year, the City will continue to work to
improve in all areas of the 4 Ps, along with communications
and transparency. Within the next 2 months, you should
see a redesigned website and more communications from
within City Hall to inform the public as to what is happening.

The Four Fountain Springs of Texas
The Comal County Conservation Alliance is proud to
present “The Four Fountain Springs of Texas” with Mr. Gary
Perez, Indigenous Cultures Storyteller.
As a member of the Coahuilteca/Pakajua "Painted
Peoples" of Cohuila Mexico and Texas, Gary Perez is well
versed in the culture and traditions of these indigenous
people whose history pre-dates the Spanish explorers by
thousands of years. These are the original peoples of our
area and they, and their artwork, have much to teach us. The
“White Shaman” mural is one such piece of artwork–a cave
painting above the Pecos River near Del Rio that reaches
26’ wide and 13’ tall. In the mural, Gary could see depictions
of the ceremonies of his people and what seemed to be a
map of the area. He knew he had found a message meant to
guide the generations that followed. Among the landscape
features depicted, Gary was the first to recognize the four
major springs of the Balcones Escarpment, displayed with
amazing geographically accurate spacing. Join us to hear
Gary tell the story of the White Shaman and the Four Fountain Springs known to us today as the San Antonio Springs,
Comal Springs, San Marcos Springs, and Barton Springs.
This program is free to the public
and will be presented on Tuesday,
January 10, 2023, 6:00–7:30 PM at
the McKenna Events Center at 801
W. San Antonio St, New Braunfels,
TX. Please join us for our first Community Program of 2023!
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SVHS student named 2022 Southern Texas PGA

Junior Golfer of the Year

A Smithson Valley High School student has been named
the 2022 Southern Texas PGA Junior Golfer of the Year.

Save
the Dates

Cole Cantu, an 11th-grade student
at SVHS, will be recognized during
the Southern Texas PGA President’s
Dinner and Awards Banquet on Monday, Feb. 13, 2023, in Houston.
“Winning the STPGA Player of the
Year is a terrific honor as there are
exceptional golfers in south Texas,”
says Cantu, who is a member of the SVHS golf team and
the SVHS honors orchestra. “I enjoy working on my golf
game, competing in tournaments and seeing improvement
each time I play.”
Cantu, who practices his golf game daily and competes
in tournaments around the state, has been playing golf
for 9 years. He won the 2022 San Antonio City Junior
Championship, and hopes to compete with his fellow
Rangers in the state tournament, vowing to keep working
to reach that goal.
The Junior Golfer of the Year award is based on
participation in the STPGA junior golf programs, service to
the STPGA and the game of golf; academic achievements
and contributions with the local community; image and
ability to inspire fellow junior golfers; and playing ability
and participating in local, section and national events.

Cole Cantu, an 11th-grade
student from Smithson
Valley High School is the
2022 Southern Texas PGA
Junior Golfer of the Year.

The Gilmore Group
BUYING

SELLING

FRIENDLY ADVICE

JoDee Gilmore BROKER ASSOCIATE, Realtor®
LISTING POWER PACKAGE: (FREE WHEN YOU LIST WITH US)
• Detailed Market Analysis on Your Home
• Detailed Market Trends Report for Your Neighborhood
• Professional Drone & Aerial Photography
• Professional Staging Consultation
• Unique Website for Your Listing + PLUS...Your Home Advertised on 300+ Websites
• Advanced On-Line Marketing Campaign
• Weekly Updates on Marketing Campaign, What's Happening in your Neighborhood
• OUT-OF-THE BOX Brainstorming to help you sell FASTER & for MORE MONEY

210-887-5885 • JoDeeGilmore@gmail.com

VISIT US at www.GilmoreGroupSA.com FOR A FULL LIST of HOMES FOR SALE in YOUR AREA
Delivering 5 star client experience from pre-listing to post-closing

21222 Gathering Oak, Suite 102, San Antonio, TX 78260
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ADVERTISE

HERE

News that’s
close to home.

•Multiple AD Sizes
•Discounts
Ask about other newsletters in your area
sales@neighborhoodnews.com

210-558-3160

TRAFFIC ENFORCEMENT

Bulverde Police
Department

Citations issued......................................................... 544
Violations.................................................................... 712
Warnings..................................................................... 122

The following information is an excerpt from the November
2022 Monthly Report presented at the December 13,
2022 City Council meeting. The complete report can be
viewed/downloaded from the City of Bulverde’s website in
December 13 City Council meeting agenda. The Bulverde
PD presents this report every month and it is available in
its entirety for public review.
https://www.bulverdetx.gov/AgendaCenter/ViewFile/
Item/2410?fileID=3172

CALLS FOR SERVICE:
Bulverde Police Department had 1,112 Calls for Service.
Blanco Road

2

Hwy 281

359

Bulverde Crossing

11

Hwy 46

137

Bulverde Estates

25

Oak Village North

83

Bulverde Hills

13

Oakland Estates

3

FM 1863

19

Shepherd’s Ranch

5

City Hall/BPD Walk-ups

44

Belle Oaks

33

County

9

Outside County

2

Elm Valley

0

Windmill Ranch

21

1

Singing Hills

173

Berry Oaks
Bulverde City Park

137

Highlands

0

Edgebrook

2

Ammann Rd

3

Persimmon Hill

0

Bulverde Road

28

Bulverde Oaks

1

Comal Trace

1

Average Speed Citation (mph over the limit)
Hwy 281..................................................................... 20.2
Hwy 46....................................................................... 15.1
FM 1863..................................................................... 16.2
Other.......................................................................... 19.2

INVESTIGATIONS

Code Compliance
Code Compliance..........................................................17
Cases Closed.................................................................17
Follow Up Activities.........................................................0
Citations Issued..............................................................1
Warning Citation..............................................................0
Pending............................................................................0
BPD Cases
Assigned........................................................................27
Interviews......................................................................41
Filed County DA.............................................................10
Filed Municipal Court......................................................0
Warrants/Subpoenas......................................................2
Citation............................................................................0
Closed............................................................................16
Supplements.............................................................. 100
Calls for Service..............................................................7
Reports............................................................................3

ARRESTS

Total arrests – 25
Theft $100–$750.............................................................. 1
Driving While Intoxicated.................................................. 3
Warrants............................................................................ 7
Driving While Intoxicated 2nd Offense............................. 1
Possession Controlled Substance................................... 6
Possession Firearm by Felon........................................... 1
Interfere Duties of Peace Officer...................................... 1
Possession Dangerous Drugs.......................................... 1
Deadly Conduct................................................................. 1
Fail to Identify Fugitive from Justice................................ 2
Theft $750–$2500............................................................ 1

ACCIDENTS

Bulverde Police investigated 18 crashes.
LOCATION

PROPERTY

INJURY FATALITY

Hwy 281

8

4

4

Hwy 46

5

5

—

Singing Hills

2

2

—

FM 1863

2

Old Boerne Rd

1

2
1

—

—
—
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Prom Dress Donations

Now Being Accepted for Spring Event!
Each year in early spring, the Bulverde Thrift Store hosts
an affordable prom dress program called All Dolled Up that
is open to any students who attend our local schools and
might really appreciate an affordable alternative to paying
full retail for a lovely prom outfit.
The program relies on donations from the community to
make things happen for these young ladies who want to look
their best on their special night. January is the prime time
for the Thrift Store to collect these dresses and accessories.
If you have gently worn prom dresses, bridesmaid dresses,
or other types of formals taking up space in the back of
your closet, please consider donating them to All Dolled Up!
We need ALL sizes and styles. Do you have blingy costume
jewelry or shoes or handbags that complete the outfit? All
Dolled Up would love to have those items too!
These dresses are made available to students during a fun,
2-day event, usually at the end of February. Dresses can be
purchased for only $15.00! Shoes, bags, and jewelry can
also be purchased for only $5 to $10 an item! Young ladies
can put together a beautiful prom outfit for under $40—and
some of the dresses that have been donated are brand
new, never worn, still with tags! It’s amazing and fun to see
the girls find the perfect dress and shoes without having to
worry about spending hundreds of dollars.

The Bulverde Thrift Store will accept donations of dresses
and accessories for All Dolled Up during these hours: *
y Mondays thru Thursdays—10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
y Fridays—9:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon
*Please note that other, regular donations may be subject
to different hours of donation, so it’s always best to call the
store to confirm donation hours for items other than the
prom dress items.
All Dolled Up is planned for the end of February, with exact
dates yet to be determined. Look for more information to
come about dates, time, and location on the Thrift Store’s
Facebook page and here in the Front Porch News. It’s a fun
and fabulous way for local students to shop for the dress
of their dreams!
The Bulverde Thrift Store is located in the
corner of the Planet Fitness center on Hwy 46
@ Bulverde Crossing. The address is 20475
State Hwy. 46, Suite 220, Spring Branch, TX
78070. The phone number is 830-4386482. Feel free to call the Thrift Store
with any questions about donations or
the event.
The BTS is a nonprofit organization that supports Provisions food
pantry and the BSB Activity Center.
Volunteers are always needed.

ONE NORTH STAR OVER 5 DIVISIONS & 10 OFFICES
ACROSS CENTRAL AND SOUTH TEXAS
North Central 210.483.7070 | Global Luxury 210.483.5700 | CBC Alamo City 210.483.6250
North West 210.483.6400 | Spring Branch 830.224.8430 | Bandera 830.850.6700
Boerne 830.816.7200 | New Braunfels 830.608.5400 | San Marcos 512.214.6600 | Laredo 956.722.4822
©2022 Coldwell Banker D’Ann Harper, REALTORS ® All rights reserved. Each office independently owned and operated. An Equal Housing Opportunity Company.

PROPERT Y

S an A nto nio • B oerne • New B raunfels
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News from Our
House to Yours

The Sound the Sirens
Calendar is Back!
Putting together last year’s Sound the Sirens Calendar was
truly a blast so it was an easy decision to do it again! We
are continuing the tradition of featuring the crews with
their pets, but we also formulated a few new ideas—a
slightly larger calendar and inclusion of photos showcasing the specialized skills and training of our Firefighters/
EMTs/Paramedics.
We want to take this opportunity to send out a HUGE
THANK YOU to our SPONSORS!
With their generous support, we are well on our way to
securing enough funds to place new cardiovascular equipment at each of our four stations. Fitness is paramount for
first responders as they need to maintain peak physical
condition to perform at their best at any moment.

CALLS FOR SERVICE & RESPONSE DATA
NOVEMBER 2022

Call Volume
In-District Structure Fire
Mutual Aid Structure Fire
Public Service Related
Mobile Integrated Health Contact
Standby Events
Ambulance Activations
EMS Mutual Aid
Vehicle Incident
Injuries
Year to Date Volume Growth
(2022/2021)
EMS Year to Date Transport Growth
(2022/2021)
Fractile Response Data*
Fire Apparatus Response
EMS Response
Overall Department Response

401 (29.77% from 2021)
3
4
12
20

5
3
3 ( 1 Transport)
1
1
4.81%
6.65%
90.00%
87.80%
87.85%

* Fractile uses a specific response goal for type of call and percentage in meeting it.

NOTE: Critical Fire Danger Conditions have placed an extremely heavy demand
on resources. Further complicated by multiple burn ban violations also tying up
resources. We urge the public to be on alert and adhere to the Burn Ban Order.

Proceeds from Calendar sales will give us that additional
push to take us to the top of our dollars raised goal. We
certainly will appreciate that support! Calendars
can be purchased from our website – https://
www.bsb911.com/calendar – or simply scan
this QR Code to make a purchase.
You may also buy Calendars in person at Massage Heights
in Singing Hills and Tammy’s Outfitters and Boutique just
north of the Guadalupe River bridge.
The Front Porch News
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National Signing Day at Bracken Christian School
By Verlyn Maldonado
Aubrey Wheelock started playing volleyball when she was 12 years old. Just 5 years later, she has signed
with West Texas A&M University, a Division II University, to play at the college level. This is an incredible
opportunity for Aubrey, as West Texas just won the Volleyball National Championship for their division.
Aubrey, is a senior varsity volleyball player at Bracken Christian School in
Bulverde, TX. Her favorite position is middle blocker. An unusual and memorable
moment happened at regionals this year. There was a “shank” (mis-hit, usually
unplayable) ball, and she kicked it up randomly, keeping it in play. Bracken then
went on to win the point!
Aubrey will be majoring in Exercise Science, and possibly minor in Education. Post-college she
either wants to coach and train others in her own personal gym, or teach athletes. Her dream job
is to work with NFL athletes one day.
Ryan Jester first picked up a bat when he was 2 years old, and began playing organized ball at
3 years old. Ryan has been playing baseball at Bracken for 4 years. His favorite game this past
year was against Sacred Heart Catholic School in Hallettsville. Bracken was behind, but in the
fifth evening, the team turned it around and won the game by one. Ryan describes it as, “…so
important, because we went down in the first inning and we rallied together, and we came back
from behind.”
Ryan has signed to play baseball for The University of Texas at San
Antonio, a DI School. His dream is to play Major League Baseball one day.
Ryan describes playing baseball as, “It feels like I get to be a kid again, and do what I love to do. I don’t
see it as a job. I see it as I’m going through with 8 other guys and doing the thing that I love to do.”
Bracken Christian school congratulates Aubrey and Ryan, their families, and their coaches for their
efforts, commitment, and sacrifice. Enjoy the reward!

STAGE 1

Once-weekly watering

WATERING
SCHEDULE
Irrigation is allowed on
designated days based on
the last digit of your address.
Watering with a handheld
hose, soaker hose, and drip
irrigation system is allowed
any day up to Stage 4.
All landscape watering
should occur between
7:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. OR
7:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m.

Learn more at sjwtx.com
or call 830.312.4600.

YEAR-ROUND
0, 2, 4, 6, or 8
1, 3, 5, 7, or 9
If No Address

Monday/Thursday
Tuesday/Friday
Monday/Friday

STAGE 4
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0, 2, or 4
1 or 3
6 or 8
5, 7, or 9
If No Address

Monday
Tuesday
Thursday
Friday
Monday

STAGE 2

Every-other-week watering
0, 2, or 4
1 or 3
6 or 8
5, 7, or 9
If No Address

Monday
Tuesday
Thursday
Friday
Monday

STAGE 3

Every-other-week
watering with other
limits on outdoor use.
0, 2, or 4
Monday
1 or 3
Tuesday
6 or 8
Thursday
5, 7, or 9
Friday
If No Address
Monday

Critical Conditions:
No outdoor watering of any kind.

Shred Day

Thank you

The Bulverde Spring Branch Chamber of Commerce partnered with Ranger Shredding for the Fall Community Wide
Shred Day event on November 14, 2022. More than 165
residents came through the Bill Brown Elementary School
Parking Lot to have over 550 boxes of documents destroyed.
Thanks to our Public Service Events Presenting Sponsor
- Cleangie Professional Cleaning & Services and event
sponsors of Physicians Premier, Sage Capital Bank, and
Sonora Bank. Thank you to Comal ISD for allowing us to use
the Bill Brown Parking Lot for the event.

“I’m so glad we had this
time together”
The last week of December marked my last
week of working for the Bulverde Spring
Branch Economic Development Foundation. Although the work for the Foundation
has been extremely rewarding, when I retired as City Manager, I vowed that someday I would return to the work that
fills my heart. In 1987, I started my public service career
as a police officer, and I have recently taken steps to finish
my career as one as well. I will be staying in Comal County
and will continue to watch with excitement the growth and
development of the Bulverde-Spring Branch region. There
are so many exciting things coming, and with the city’s
outstanding leadership, I have no doubt that the city will
continue to prosper. Thanks for making me feel at home
and for always being cordial to me. There are great things
around every corner and I am eternally thankful for the
lessons that the BSBEDF has taught me.
Scott Wayman

THE TRIP TO BOUNTIFUL
A drama by HORTON FOOTE

Poster Art Contest for Kids
Students in the Comal area have the opportunity to create
a prize-winning poster with the theme Be My Voice – VOTE!
The contest is open to students in Comal or Guadalupe
Counties in the following three age groups: kindergarten
through second grades, third through fifth grades, and sixth
through eighth grades. A cash award of $100 will go to the
overall winner, and an award of $50 will go to the winner
from each of the three age groups.
The contest begins on January 3, and the deadline for entries is February 28. Winners will be announced on March 20.
The theme of the posters was chosen to remind students
that adult votes shape students’ futures, and it provides an
opportunity for them to learn more about the value of voting
and democracy.
The contest is sponsored by the League of Women VotersComal Area (LWVCA) through the participation of local
school districts and public libraries. Winning art may be used
by the LWVCA in nonpartisan get-out-the-vote activities.
Go to www.lwvcomal.org for more detailed instructions
and a submission form for artwork. Questions may be
emailed to Sheila Pattison at SheilaComalVote@gmail.com.
Handcrafted originals must be sent to LWVCA at PO
Box 311324, New Braunfels, TX 78131, and digital art to
president@lwvca.org. A supervising adult can contact Ms.
Pattison at SheilaComalVote@gmail.com to arrange for
pick up of multiple entries from the same group.
The League of Women Voters is a nonpartisan political
organization that encourages the informed and active
participation in government and influences public policy
through education and advocacy. LWV never supports or
opposes candidates for office, or political parties. For more
information, visit www.lwvcomal.org.

S.T.A.G.E., Inc. and director Lisa Garza will present THE
TRIP TO BOUNTIFUL, a drama by Horton Foote, on
February 9 through 26.
Carrie Watts longs to escape the cramped Houston
apartment where she lives with her son and his wife and
return to her beloved hometown of Bountiful, Texas, one
final time before she dies. She escapes to the bus station
and befriends a young woman named Thelma. The new
friends travel toward Bountiful together, but when Carrie
arrives in nearby Harrison, Texas, she begins to learn that
her beloved town isn’t the same as she remembered it.
As is S.T.A.G.E.’s long-standing and generous tradition,
the opening night performance on February 9 is a benefit
for the nonprofit Friends of the Village of Bulverde.
Because of the benefit, no season tickets will be accepted
for the 9th. All proceeds from the ticket sales will be
donated to The Friends. The Friends of the Village of
Bulverde is a nonprofit organization that hosts the annual
Bulverde Jubilee, as well as other activities that keep the
Village of Bulverde a vibrant and thriving community of
business, art, great food, and hometown traditions.
Show dates are:
February 9, 10, 11, 16, 17, 18, 19, 23, 24, 25, 26.
Doors open at 7:00 P.M. before the 8 P.M. curtain on
Thursdays, Fridays, and Saturdays. Sunday matinees are
at 2:30 P.M., doors open at 1:30. Desserts and beverages
are available. For more information about the show or
ticket availability, call Lou Garza or Charlotte Miniard at
(830) 438-2339 for more information.
KRAUSE HOUSE THEATRE (Home of S.T.A.G.E., Inc.)
is located at 1300 Bulverde Road, 78163 (Wheelchair
accessible). Please note that no outside food is permitted
inside the theatre.
The Front Porch News
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Many Thanks to our
Generous Community!

Community Cats Need
Homes Too
Many homeowners have stray/feral cats that patrol and live
on their property. These cats need shelter during the cold
winter months. Shelters can be easily and inexpensively
made that will provide protection from the elements for
these animals.
Items needed:
y 18 gallon plastic tote (approximately 24” x 18” x 15”)
y Box cutter or knife
y Styrofoam cooler to fit inside the tote
y Straw
(Note: Do NOT use hay, blankets, or towels, as these materials hold on to moisture.)
Cut a 6-inch diameter round or square hole in the shorter
side of the tote about 3 inches from the bottom. You can
use a small plate or bowl for a template and heat the tote
with a hair dryer to make cutting easier. The knife can
easily slip so be very cautious. Once the opening is cut,
place a layer of straw in the bottom of the tote and place
the Styrofoam cooler n top. Mark the Styrofoam cooler and
cut a hole to align with the hole you made in the tote. Pack
some straw inside the cooler along the bottom and sides
creating a little nest. Replace the cooler top and added
a layer of straw before replacing the lid of the tote. Your
shelter is now complete and ready for occupants.
y Watch the video produced by the Kitten Lady at this link
https://youtu.be/e9YYQIHx_14
y Take a look at other ideas on the Alley Cat Allies website
at this link https://www.alleycat.org/resources/feralcat-shelter-options-gallery/
Now that you have your shelter constructed, place it near
your cat’s normal lounge spot. Place the opening toward
the south, away from normal winter wind direction and
where some sun will shine to help heat the kitty condo. Be
sure to continue feeding your kitty and offering fresh water.
A shallow hole in the ground to hold the drinking dish can
help keep water from freezing. Extra kitty condos can be
placed around your property as refuge for smaller wildlife
during the cold season.
If you are wishing to donate
a condo for one of our
colony cats, please leave
a message on our helpline
210-474-0083 and we will
arrange a pick-up.
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The last quarter of each year is always the busiest season
for Provisions, the food pantry in Bulverde. The holidays can
often stretch a family’s budget beyond their means, and this
is especially true for families who already struggle throughout the year. It is our calling and ministry to assist these
families by providing for some of the most basic of needs
for their household—especially food. Provisions is blessed
to be able to help these families, but we can only do this
with your help. Provisions is an independent nonprofit that
is fully funded by the community—we rely on the generosity
of individuals, businesses, foundations, civic & social organizations, and local churches for our financial support. We
want to let you know that our community rallies around us
all year in such a generous way! We MUST thank all of those
who have donated to our cause throughout the year.
Recently, we held our annual Holiday Hunger Run/Walk
5K—it was the 12th year for the event. Our generous sponsors helped us to raise $25,000! At the top of the contribution list, Vulcan Materials, Kim Tindall Bissonnette, St. Paul
Lutheran Church, M&S Engineering, Knightvest Capital, and
IBC Bank rounded out the top three tiers of sponsor levels
as the Premier Plus, Diamond and Platinum sponsors. Several other caring businesses and individuals filled out the
Gold, Silver, and Bronze level sponsorships. EVERY sponsorship makes a difference for our ministry and helped us
reach our goal for the run! We also want to thank everyone
who came out to run or walk. It’s always a fun little 5K—
simple, flat, fast course that is family and pet friendly. We
are always happy to see everyone, even when the weather
is a little erratic.
Congratulations to our top runners this year: Austin
Perry placed 1st Overall and 1st for the Men with a time of
18:37.4; Melissa Kean placed 1st for the Women with a time
of 24:37.5. Great job, runners!
A special thank you Linda Franks for singing a beautiful
rendition of the National Anthem, to the Man in Red who
came to high five the kiddos and see the runners out of the
gate, to our PD and EMS First Responders who kept us safe
during the event, our volunteers, and to Athlete Guild for
always making this happen.
We are looking forward to next year’s Holiday Hunger
Run, and once again, a huge THANK YOU to our sponsors!

Call Bob for an Appointment!

(210) 332-8857
Hardwood Flooring
Ceramic Tile
Porcelain Tile
Bath Remodels
Kitchen Remodels

• Military & First Responder Discounts
• 12-month Interest-free financing available
• Complimentary Design Consultation by ASD
Certified Designer
• Veteran Owned Celebrating our 47th Year in Business

Counter Tops
Carpet
LVP

BEDROOM

www.NicholsFlooringTX.com

LIVING ROOM

KITCHEN

starting at

$74

95*

per month

*Terms and conditions apply. Visit gvtc.com/arlosecure for more details. License B-03287
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Bulverde Area
Humane Society
As we usher in the 2023, Bulverde Area Humane Society
would like to thank the community for its unwavering
support. This past year had its share of challenges as we
continue to cope with the impact of the pandemic. Overall,
adoptions have been down from the previous year and we
have many animals still looking for their forever homes.
Numbers will go up slightly to account for December, but
as of Nov. 30, 367 animals were brought into the shelter for
care. Of those, 210 cats and 148 dogs were adopted into
loving homes. We also saw an increase in the cost of daily
supplies (food, litter, enrichment toys) and veterinary care
(spay/neuter, medication). There are so many animals in
need of our help and we are grateful to have you by our side
as we meet their various needs.
Looking back on 2022 there were some exciting projects
and additions to the shelter, many completed by both the
Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts. Several Girl Scout troops
collected food and supplies throughout the year and
painted murals in several places around the shelter. We
are grateful for the numerous Eagle Scout projects that
continue to benefit our organization. Some of the most
recent projects included adding a side extension on a new
shed; the building of a new deck and ramp on the back of
a building; rebuilding many roofs over outside kennels;
additional shade structures in dog pens; and a revitalized
park area with a gravel path and durable picnic table.

Thanks to the generous donations of supplies and
professional expertise, the shelter was able to provide
some updated areas for our animals. The dogs now have
an inside bath area with warm water. This will be a welcome
addition for our pups that need medical baths multiple
times a week and for bathing during the colder weather.
It comes complete with a new water heater and a walkup ramp. An additional construction project included new
flooring in the kitten cottage that provides for easier clean
up and daily maintenance.
Volunteers are the lifeline of our shelter. They make sure our
dogs are walked, bathed, loved and that their outside runs
are ready for play. Cats and kittens are socialized by being
played with and held to ensure an affectionate, trusting
and well-behaved cat. We are always looking to recruit new
animal lovers to help us. Volunteer training is once a month
and all the details can be found on our website at www.
bulverdeshelter.com. During 2022, approximately 300 new
volunteers were trained. Volunteers are able to help with
animal care and socialization, construction and ground
maintenance, animal record keeping, and fostering.
We look forward to continuing our efforts on behalf of all
animals needing our help. We wish you a happy and healthy
new year!

Bulverde VFW Post 12205
makes donation to
Provisions food pantry

Jack Sturgill VFW Bulverde Post 12205 ViceCommander and Commander Mac McKinnon present
a check to Weslea Miller, the Executive Director of
Provisions Outreach, the Bulverde food pantry. The
funds donated were the proceeds from their Veteran’s
Day Spaghetti Supper!
The VFW Post 12205 Bulverde meets monthly at the
Bulverde Spring Branch Activity Center. If you are a
veteran of a foreign war, they would love to have you
visit for more information about the Post.
Provisions is a 501(c)3 nonprofit charitable food
pantry serving in this community since 1991.
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Happy New Year!

By Jodi Perez, Bulverde Community
Garden Co-chair

Does anyone know where last
year went? How did the time fly by
so fast? Now 2022 is in the past
and we are ringing in 2023! For
many of us, ringing in the New
Year is about letting go of the old and starting something
new—new beginnings. Some of us are trying to break old
habits, getting our households in better order, or our bodies
in better shape. Some of us are starting new hobbies we
always wanted to do. So now I'm ready to sell you my
favorite hobby—GARDENING!
Gardening really isn't something I sell. I'm more of a
cheerleader of gardening. I'm an advocate for taking care
of mother earth and cheering others on in their pursuit of
making her beautiful and productive.
I'd like to encourage y'all in the New Year to find something
you'd like to grow and get started. Maybe it's a beautiful
flower. There are many annual flowers that are easy to
care for and reward you with beautiful blooms for many
months. If you're a bit more practical, maybe trying some
vegetables would suit you in the new year. The great thing
about our area of Texas is that you can have something
edible growing every day of the year.
Flowers and vegetables are not the end all be all of
gardening though. Landscaping and houseplants are also
enjoyable parts of gardening for many people. Taking care
of your grass and your trees can make you the envy of your

neighbors. You can also go au natural and let it all go in the
name of restoring natural habitats. Your wildflowers will
attract all of the bees and butterflies! If you feel more at
home in the house, a pothos ivy can keep you company and
stay alive even if you forget to water it sometimes.
If you are more of a person who likes to garden with
others, I can't go without putting in a good word for our
own Community Garden. The Bulverde Community Garden
is a great place to come together with community and do
something fun and meet new people. We provide pretty
much everything but the plants. Over the past year our
members have grown many beautiful crops of vegetables
and herbs transformed our space into a tidy inviting place
for our gardeners, families, and guests to enjoy.
I highly recommend starting a garden to ring in the New
Year. I won’t fool you though. It takes a little dedication to
take care of your new living hobby but the reward when you
see that little seed sprout or your first tomato growing on
the vine is pure magic!
If you are
interested in
gardening at
the Bulverde
Community
Garden,
please contact
Joanne Hall at
gvtc.com to
sign up.
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B/SB Area Chamber of
Commerce Events Calendar
New Members
Basic Business Members
Bandy’s Pest Control
C12 Business Forums, Central Texas
HARC Plumbing
PROJECT 10:27 INC
Property Resources
Saur Water Well Service
The Heck Realty Team
Business Builder Members
Cibolo Creek Physical Therapy
Individual Member
Linda & Jack Darnell

Member Anniversaries &
Annual Renewals
20 Years
Cragg's Do It Best Lumber and Home Center
5 Years
GVTC Foundation
Steve Stevenson
Annual Renewals
American Dance Co.
Arlene Patterson with JB Goodwin Realtor/AP Realty
Group
Bulverde Hills Properties, LLC
Bulverde Spring Branch Conservative Repubicans
Bulverde Thrift Store
Eagles Haven, Inc.
Farmers Insurance, Greg Chandler Agency
Gaston, Martha
Golden Key Enterprises, Inc.
Guadalupe Handyman Services LLC
Hatch 5 LLC
Zada Jahnsen
KM Designs, Inc.
Magnolia Realty San Antonio - Hill Country
Michalak, PC
Mr. Electric
Name Badge Plus
Pilates By Design, LLC
Puddle Jumper Well Company
River Oak Ins.
S.T.A.G.E., Inc.
Snelling
Stoddard General Contractors
SweetM Gifts and More
Texas Physical Therapy Specialists
VFW Post 12205
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January 6, 2023
BINGO IN BULVERDE
Presented by AC Vera Group
1st Friday of every month
Doors open at 5pm with Early Bird Starting at 5:30pm
Regular games start at 6:30pm
Sponsored by: Cibolo Creek Physical Therapy
Held at the Bulverde Community Center
1747 Ammann Rd, Bulverde, TX 78163
January 11, 2023
Coffee with the Chamber
Presented by: S.T.A.G.E. Inc
7:30 am–9:00 am
Sponsor: Darling Dentistry
Speaker: Brandon Lopes Baca with
Guadalupe River State Park
Location: Bulverde Visitor & Event Center
January 14, 2023
Big Trash Day for Spring Branch/Bulverde
Public Service Events Presenting Sponsor
Cleangie Professional Cleaning & Services
Jumbo Evans Sports Park
7:30 am–10:30 am
Sponsored by Sonora Bank, IC Clearview Services
And State Farm–Jeremy Fuller, Agent
January 18, 2023
BSB Chamber Foundation Power Lunch
Presented by: Cynthia McGee Team with Magnolia Realty
11:30 am–1:00 pm
Sponsors:
Edward Jones–James Lacewell Financial Advisor
And Mr. Electric
Speaker:
Roger Rohus with Snelling Staffing Services
Hiring tips
Location: Bulverde Spring Branch Activity Center
January 26, 2023
Business Networking Mixer, Annual Meeting
Hosted by: Germania Farmer Verein Anhalt
5:30 pm–7:30 pm
(Member Only Event)

For information on the above events or other
community events, please check out our website at
www.bsbchamber.com or Follow us on
Facebook @BSBChamber.

Ribbon Cutting

Canyon Lake Animal Shelter Society
2170 Old Sattler Rd, Canyon Lake, TX 78133

SUPER STAR
TEACHER OF THE MONTH

Congratulations!
Tracey Anderson

Hill Country College Prep High School

Elk Contracting Roofing & Exterior Solutions
28786 US-281, Ste 103, Bulverde, TX

MEMBER OF THE
MONTH
Waldo Services LLC
Thank you for all you do
for the Chamber and the
Community.
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Wells and the
Cone of Depression
By Dr. Larry Sunn and Dr. Steven Grainger
Approximately 150,000 Comal County residents depend
on groundwater as the source for their drinking water. Half
of them draw their groundwater from individual wells, half
from community wells. Wells also supply the County’s industry and agriculture with some of their water.
Wells in Comal County’s Trinity aquifer range from
those drilled deeply into bedrock or stratified drift to the
shallow 50-foot ones that served the water needs of past
generations. Most modern wells are cased holes drilled
or driven 300 feet or more into the ground. In most cases
the groundwater is withdrawn using a submersible pump.
As a pump draws water from a well, it forms a “cone of
depression” whereby the area immediately surrounding a
well is unnaturally induced to flow toward the well, creating
the cone of depression in the water table. It’s kind of like
the depression that forms in the cup when you are slurping
your favorite malt or milkshake. A dimple is formed around
the straw.

Source: https://sciencestruck.com/what-is-cone-of-depression-howis-it-formed

The land area that contributes water to the cone of depression is called the well “recharge area” and it varies in

Your local source for Medicare.
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size and shape depending on the type of aquifer tapped and
the yield of the well. The typical recharge area of a low-yield,
residential well—such as those in the Comal Trinity aquifer—
can encompass one to several acres; the recharge area of a
high-yield community well can be hundreds of acres. If the
well’s water flow does not replenish the cone of depression
fast enough we experience a periodic “dry well.”
It is because of these cones of depression that the CTGCD Board of Directors established rules governing the
permissible distance allowed between wells. The Board
has also developed a series of standards regarding well
drilling procedures to which all County Trinity aquifer drillers must adhere.
Nevertheless, the standards do not stop growth and new
wells being drilled. Because of ever increasing numbers of
straws tapping into the Trinity, the aquifer is experiencing
markedly increased declines as measured by the CTGCD’s
monitoring wells. From January 1, 2022, to September 1,
2022—a period of just 8 months—the average drop in the
11 Comal County test wells was just over 10 feet. Normal
annual decreases are historically 2 to 2.5 feet. Conserving
water is becoming crucial. This summer try to reduce the
size of any lawn area you irrigate.
Comal County residents are encouraged to attend the
CTGCD’s quarterly meetings held at 6:00 at the Curtis W.
Bremer Building at 9850 FM 311 in Spring Branch—see
the district’s website for next quarter’s meeting date. Help
your Comal Trinity GCD Directors better conserve and
protect our Trinity Aquifer. You can also connect with the
CTGCD by visiting their website and signing up for their
water conservation e-blast of upcoming agenda at www.
ComalTrinityGCD.com.
If you’d like complimentary information on designing
a rain harvesting system—large or small—become a
Rain Bee and visit the website at https://www.rainbees.
com/. You may also contact Dr. Sunn and Dr. Grainger
at comaltrinitygcdsecretary@gmail.com or SaveWater@
comalmg.com, respectively; their no-cost consulting
services are offered to Hill Country residents compliments
of the CTGCD and Comal Master Gardeners. They do
not sell anything, nor do they push any products; their
consulting is offered as a public service to residents of
Comal and surrounding counties to help relieve stress from
our aquifers. You can visit their home rain harvesting site
to view a working system, or they will meet with you at your
site to discuss rain harvesting alternatives.

Info@NeighborhoodNews.com • www.NeighborhoodNews.com

NOW HIRING
at our NEW location

OPENING SOON

342 Singing Oaks · Spring Branch, TX 78070
When it comes to food, there’s
a lot to love at IHOP®. And the
same is true when you join the
IHOP team.

OPEN POSITIONS FOR:
• Managers
• Hosts
• Servers
• Cooks
• Dishwashers

Apply online at
ihopsa.net or call
(210) 545-3663
©2023 IHOP Restaurants LLC
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